PHOTOS BY STEPHANIE PARSONS

The 2019 class of new provisional elders and a deacon are celebrated during a Saturday morning service.

Celebrating the Comings, Goings of Clergy

District superintendents Tim Riss and Julia Yeon-Hee Yim present red scapulas to some of the newly licensed local pastors.

BY GENNIFER BROOKS
An extravaganza of dancers and singers and proclamation of the gospel – all
in praise to the living God, the one who
says: “I am who I AM; I will be who I
will be.” This is the God of past, present
and future that we celebrate, who, in the
words of the preacher of the day, offers
to each person “a divine assignment
which is God’s plan for humanity.”
Saturday morning’s celebration
of ministry service was indeed about
taking on new divine assignments as the
2019 retirement class passed the mantle
to 10 new local pastors and 11 clergy
who were granted provisional status.
Following a heart-stirring outpouring
of spirit through dance ministry, and a
call to worship that touched every form
of servant leadership the church recognizes, guest preacher Erin Hawkins,
general secretary of the General Commission on Religion and Race, invited
reflection on the reality of being “called
for a purpose.”
Hawkins asked the gathering to consider the journey of Moses as God called
him to return to Egypt and face the terror of confronting Pharaoh to demand
an end to the Israelite enslavement.
Continued on the back page

Investing in Students, Vital Ministries
The presentation of awards, grants
and scholarships took center stage on
Saturday afternoon.
Gloster B. Current Scholarship
Aurora Lynelle Celestin: St. Paul
and St. Andrew UMC
Tyler Jenkins: First UMC Torrington
New York Educational Society
Emily Bartolotta: Hicksville UMC
Timothy Bosco: St Paul and St.
Andrew UMC
Courtney Chantale Celestin: St. Paul
and St. Andrew UMC
Chelsea Christian: Hicksville UMC
Brian Eichenaur: Hicksville UMC
Rebecca Ferguson: Vails Gate UMC
Jessie Floyd: St. Paul and St. Andrew UMC
Rowan Grieb: East Meadow UMC
Josianne Hamilton: North UMC
Skye Noe Hamilton-Carranza:
Hicksville UMC
Annah Mae Heckman: St. Paul and
St. Andrew UMC
Noah Christopher Heckman: St.
Paul and St. Andrew UMC
Adam Jackson: UMC of Branford
Isis Larias: Hicksville UMC
Harold Kapen: St, Paul and St.
Andrew UMC
Julie Jeong
Ikang Jin: Korean Methodist
Church & Institute
Chanju Kim: LI Korean Methodist
Church
Steve (Young Dong) Kim, UMC of
Huntington-Cold Spring Harbor
Emily Mantz: UMC of Waterbury
Christopher Moore: Houghton College, Andrews Ghana Wesley UMC
Cameron Neiblum: Allegheny College, St. Paul and St. UMC Andrew
Logan Ortiz: Setauket UMC
Crystal Paul Watson: pastor New
Milford Edenville UMC
Katie Reimer: Church of the Village
Rebecca Ritter: New Life UMC
Stacia Robinson, Crawford Memorial UMC
Yeram Z. Fuentes-Rodriquez, St.

SATURDAY OFFERING
MOZAMBIQUE
CYCLONE IDAI

$6,670
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Harry Denman Evangelism Awards were presented to Pastor Tom McLeod,
second from right, and the people of the North Fork UMC for their efforts to bring
together four congregations into one that is now reaching and serving more
people in all of the original communities on Long Island.
Paul and St. UMC Andrew
Laura Joy Tiedman: St, Paul and St.
UMC Andrew
Allison Nicole VanDerlyn: Watertown UMC
Rev. Dr. William M. James Family
Memorial Scholarship
Courtney Lucas, Community UMC,
Massapequa. $6,000 award
Sheriff Gidron, Metropolitan Community UMC, Harlem. $4,000 award
Onick Bouquet: Drew Theological
School, Haitian UMC, Islip Terrace.
$4,000 award
UM City Society
Urban Ministry Scholarships
Katarina Von Kuhn: Duke Divinity
School, Jesse Lee Memorial, Ridgefield, Conn. $8,000 award.
Hector B. Custodio: Drew Theological School, pastor at Immanuel and
First Spanish UMC, Brooklyn. $5,000
award
UMFF Ministry Grants
The United Methodist Frontier
Foundation presented 2019 ministry
grants in memory of Rev. Dr. Keith
Muhleman to the following churches:
Worship Without Walls
Poughkeepsie UMC
A traveling ministry contained in a
small cargo trailer for evangelism and

outreach. W3 will be taken to community and family events. $4,000 award
Coffeehouse Open Mike
Higganum UMC, Conn.
Building relationships within the
church and community by providing
Christian hospitality, encouragement
and fellowship. $2,000 award
The Coming Home Program
Memorial UMC, White Plains
A ministry that creates a restorative
community to help women returning
home after incarceration. Re-enter
back into society. $2,500 award
Derby UMC Soup Kitchen, Conn.
Serving Derby and the Valley community through Saturday breakfast,
monthly food distribution with Connecticut Food Bank, summer lunch
program and a community garden.
$1,500 award
Shirley Parris Service Award
Fred Brewington was honored with
this award that is presented to a lay
person for exceptional, uncompensated service to the United Methodist
connection.

Working to Leave
‘Baggage’ Behind
After preaching Saturday morning, GCORR General Secretary Erin
Hawkins led the afternoon plenary
through some denominational history
and an “uncomfortable but necessary”
conversation about not repeating the
sins of the past.
With the story in Acts 2:5-10 as
a guide, she spoke about how those
gathered for Pentecost heard and
understood one another in a new way.
The power of the Holy Spirit broke
down the barrier of language between
them; they no longer related to one
another as the “other,” but rather as a
diverse group of people praising God
in their own ways.
“That’s what church was always
intended to be,” Hawkins said.
But the United Methodist Church
has not always gotten it right on
racism, or any of the other “isms.”
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Erin Hawkins, above left, urged the importance of building bridges over the places of hurt, and caring well for those stepping out to build the bridges.
Hawkins said that “othering” occurs
when certain people are dehumanized
just because of who they are.
The questions offered for discussions at individual tables included:
• How have you experienced “othering” in your life?
• How have power, privilege and
proceeds affected this conference?
• Where have you seen the agenda
of whiteness at play out in the
NYAC?
• What steps toward building will
help us not reproduce those harms
in the future?
Those questions brought out stories
of pain and hurt inflicted in cross-cul-

tural appointments, money diverted
from poorer communities, faith being
used as a tool against people, and
backroom conversations that perpetuate power and privilege.
Although she acknowledged that
this work is not easy, Hawkins urged
the need for continuing deeper conversations that address the harm that has
been inflicted.
“No matter what expressions develop for the United Methodist Church,
we need to speak a language that’s
authentic so that all can be lifted up,”
Hawkins said. “That’s the principle of
co-liberation. Everyone has life and
has it abundantly.”

Legislative Action

Delegate Elections

All but two of the petitions won a place
on the consent calendar.
Petition #402 - Truly Open Doors was
ratified in plenary. It was a call for congregations to discern if they were safe and
welcoming spaces for all people.
Petition #501, a call to eliminate annual
conference fixed costs from registration
fees was referred back to the Commission
on Conference Sessions.
The Commission on Equitable Compensation report was pulled from the
consent calendar and then voted down.
It was brought back after questions
arose about not having a clergy compensation policy in place. It was agreed to keep
the salary schedule and reinbursements
formula from the 2019 budget in place.
The body approved a budget of
$8,414,443 for 2020, a 0.1 percent decrease
from the 2019 plan.

Balloting to fill the delegations for
both the 2020 General and Northeastern Jurisdictional conferences continued throughout Saturday.
Those elected thus far are:
2020 GC
Laity: Fred Brewington, Jorge
Lockward and Gail Douglas-Boykin.
Clergy: Rev. Noel Chin, Denise
Smartt Sears, and Tim Riss.
2020 NEJ
Laity: Tiffany French Goffe, Ann
Craig, and Karen Prudente
Clergy: Alex da Silva Souto, Sungchan Kim, and Adrienne Brewington
At left, Bishop Bickerton anoints Rev.
Sungchan Kim after his selection to
the NEJ Conference delegation, as
Rev. Alex da Silva Souto, who was
also elected, joins in the prayer.

Entering into New
‘Divine Appointments’
Continued from front page
She reminded the body
that the same God who was
with Moses, who was with
enslaved Africans in the
hold of slave ships crossing
the Middle Passage, with
the Native Americans on the
trail of tears, with the people of God in every age and
stage of life, is still with us.
In a moment of sobering reality, she named the various
models of bondage that still
hold sway in the present,
ones that continue to keep
minds and hearts, and even
bodies, in bondage.
She challenged our
hearts to think of the ways
in which humanity benefits from the
exploitation
by industries
that result in
the “oppression and
dehumanization of
individuals
and groups
because of
poverty,
addiction,
chronic
mental and
physical illness because
said industries profit from and spend
billions of dollars to teach
us to be apathetic to their
plight.” She also called each
person to hear the cries of
the suffering that are reaching the ears of God, and
which she believes, quoting
the words of Walter Brueggemann, “evokes a divine
resolve.”
In concert with the commitment of NYAC Bishop
Thomas J. Bickerton to
appoint pastors to communities and not simply to
churches, Hawkins challenged each servant minister, both laity and clergy, to
recognize that “if we want to

know who God is, we have
to step out into the world
and be with the people of
God, because we are made
for community.
“God calls us to preach
good news to the poor, bind
up the broken hearted, seek
liberation for those held
captive and pardon those
who are enslaved,” she said.
She reminded those
gathered that this is the
purpose for which each is
called. We can respond fully
and faithfully because of the
same good news, received
by Moses, that God is with
all who answer God’s call as
“shelter, food, justice and
peace.”
The
sermon was
a fitting
lead-in for
the service of
recognition
of license to
local pastors
and commissioning of
provisional
elders and
a deacon.
Bishop Alfred Johnson assisted
Bishop
Bickerton in
the historic
questions of the general
examination, the covenantal
responses, the laying-on
of hands, the spiritual
anointing and the prayers
of commission which all
worked together to give life
and witness to the presence
and power of the Holy Spirit
as the source of all gifts and
the foundation of our faith.
Those recognized as
licensed local pastors are
Onick Bouquet, Egan Bovell,
Shari Fleming Ponder, Daniel Asibouh-Sarpong, Hector
B. Custodio, Stephen Ernst,
Seung Jin Hong, Eugene
Knoth, Lee A Stowe, and
Jennifer Stultz.
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Above, Rev. Randy Day passes the mantle to provisional
elder Zhaodeng Peng; at left, Rev. Patrick Perrin, who is
retiring receives the gratitude of Bishop Bickerton.
Commissioned as provisional elders were Angel
Anthony Abakah, Akilah
Bixler, John Jackson Blossom, Jacqueline F. Carter,
Sejin Cha, Steve Eugene
Chu, Mickey Correa, Nikki
Lynn Edleman, Debra San
Pablo, and Zhaodeng Peng.
Deborah J. Clifford was
commissioned as a provisional deacon.
Following the congregational greetings and celebratory expressions, the 23
retiring clergy –representing more than 725 years of
faithful service – were introduced and thanked for their
faithful witness. Rev. Randy
Day, the “Elijah” of the
retiring class, passed a red
shawl mantle symbolically
to Rev. Zhaodeng Peng, the
“Elisha” of the commissioned class.
Following the invitational

altar call from the bishop
which brought many forward for prayer, the service
ended as it had begun with
singing, dancing, and voices
of praise. Indeed, it was a
celebration of ministry by,
for and with the people of
God, to the glory of God!
In addition to Rev. Day,
the retirement class included Laura Bender, Thomas
Carney, Johnny L. Ceasar,
Eleanor C. Cresson, Leo
Curry, R. Randy Day, Sarah
Goold, Robert Grimm,
Kyong Hee Kim, Moonsook
Kim, Victoria A. Kittoe,
Kathleen Lacamera Loughlin, Mary Langley, Enrique
Lebrón, Edward J. Norman, Elizabeth Ott, Patrick
Perrin, A. Erik Rasmussen, John T. Simmons Jr.,
Dee Carol Stevens, Robert
Thompson-Gee, Godfrey
Uche, and Kirk Watkins.

