
Bidding Farewell to 22 Retiring Clergy
Members of the retirement class of 2016 stand to lead the gathering in the order of farewell during Thursday’s service.
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Two have served in ministry for 
more than 40 years; seven for 30 years 
or more. In total, they have given 584.5 
years in the service of God and God’s 
people.

“Who knows how many thousands 
of lives they have touched,” Bish-
op Jane Allen Middleton said as the 
celebration of retirement began for 
22 clergy members in the New York 
Annual Conference.

Those retiring are: Susumu Ando, 
Glyger Beach, Virginia Carle, Law-
rence Charles, L. Lawrence Dunlap, 
Sarah Diane Ford, Thomas W. Good-
hue, Blair A. Hearth, Eric Henderson, 
David Henry, Cornelius Irwin, Melvyn 
Kawakami, Vera Jermin-Annum, 
Retta Lykens, Luisa Martinez, Harold 
Morris, Kathleen Patterson, Stephen 
A. Phillips, Robert Sorozan, Stephen 
Wall-Smith, Joseph E. Washington, 
and Virginia Wilcox.

Rev. Noel Chin and Rev. Jessica An-
schutz read out the names to introduce 
short videos filled with each pastor’s 
parting thoughts on their ministries.

One of the most poignant stories 

was shared by Newtown, Conn., Pas-
tor Mel Kawakami about the unex-
pected arrival of the Bethlehem peace 
light shortly after the massacre of 26 
people at the Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in December 2012.

A state trooper was given the contin-
uous flame in a bucket at JFK airport 
and told to do something with it. As 
he passed the Sandy Hook exit, he was 
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Rev. David Henry, in left photo, kicks ups his heels before greeting Bishop Mid-
dleton; Rev. Melvyn Kawakami receives a hug from the bishop.

led to turn off and decided he would 
stop at the first church he saw.He 
found Newtown UMC.

The light stood as a beacon on the 
altar there and was lovingly tended by 
the congregation throughout Christ-
mas and Epiphany.

Bishop Middleton congratulated 
each retiree and their family members, 
and presented them with a small gift.



Six members of the NYAC 
have presented themselves for 
consideration as episcopal can-
didates. They are:
Adrienne Brewington
Noel Chin
Kenneth Kieffer
Maxine Nixon
Elizabeth “Betsy” Ott
Denise Smartt Sears

to less than 15 days (above that 
amount is defined by the United 
Nations as torture). Changes will 
also be made in the training of 
corrections officers and how soli-
tary confinement is assigned.

DeRoche ended her remarks 
by pointing out that there are 
many things that church congre-
gations can do:

Write to legislators in support 
of HALT (A.4401/S.2659)

Sign the petition on the www.
nrcat.org web site

Continue to talk about the 
issue and spread the word about 
what needs to change

Consider joining calls and 
demonstrations sponsored by 
CAIC (www.nycaic.org), includ-
ing various actions on the 23rd 
of each month, chosen to honor 
the 23 hours of each day spent is 
isolation.

As Rev. Downton said in her 
opening remarks, we are all 

called to do away with the “living 
tombs” in our correctional system, to 
acknowledge that the criminalization 
of communities of color is a sin, and 
to live into our following One who 
was tortured and executed by becom-
ing agents of change and restorative 
justice.

Rev. Paul Fleck, chair of the NYAC 
Board of Church and Society, ended 
the evening by reminding all that 
there will be a symposium, “I was 
in prison and you . . .” on October 1 
at Grace UMC in Manhattan, where 
many aspects of engaging in prison 
ministry and mass incarceration re-
form will be explored.  

Peiffer is coordinator for social justice 
organizing, engagement and advocacy for 
the Board of Church & Society.

DeRoche, the social justice coordinator 
of the Shelter Rock Unitarian Univer-
salist Church.  DeRoche is active in the 
Campaign for Alternatives to Isolated 
Confinement (CAIC) in New York 
State, where is legislation has been put 
forth to provide humane alternatives 
to long term solitary (HALT, A. 4401).

DeRoche claimed the “best job” 
because she came to bring good news:  
by supporting HALT, we can all help 
end the torture of prolonged solitary 
confinement.  

The HALT legislation works to 
provide alternatives to current solitary 
conditions by requiring that those who 
need to be separated from the general 
population be placed in residential 
units where they will have access to 
rehabilitative programs.  The maxi-
mum time in solitary will be limited 

BY SHEILA PEIFFER
What do you think it would 

feel like to be in total isolation 
for 23 hours of each day for days 
and years on end?  To be strip 
searched every morning, even 
though you had not been in con-
tact with anyone or, indeed, out 
of your cell?  To be subjected to 
constant light and constant noise 
in a space that you can span 
with your arms?   To be left with 
psychological scars so deep that 
you can never be in an elevator 
alone again?

These and many more images 
and sensations were evoked in 
the descriptions provided by Al 
Simon, a formerly incarcerated 
person, who spoke Thursday 
night to about 80 participants at 
the Church and Society dinner.  

Simon’s firsthand account 
of his experiences followed an 
equally evocative overview of 
the criminal justice system from 
Laura Downton, the director of prison 
programs for the National Religious 
Campaign Against Torture (NRCAT).

Downton called our current sys-
tem, where 80,000 to 100,000, mostly 
people of color, are held in solitary 
confinement each day “an extension of 
slavery and Jim Crow.”  As a Method-
ist minister herself, she called on the 
historic commitment of Methodism 
to restorative rather than retributive 
justice, and asked all of us to join the 
campaign to disrupt cycles of violence, 
address root causes, and look for a 
way forward to true justice.

“With our silence we condone it, 
and with our tax money we pay for 
it”, she said, but we are called to be 
healers and to build spaces of hope.

The third speaker was Claire 

Understanding the Horrors of  Solitary Cells

Replica solitary confinement cell on display on the 
mezzanine level of the Hofstra Arena.

Bishop Candidates

Rev. Sue Klein, from left, Leslie Vachon, and new Camping Ministries Executive 
Director Brooke Bradley offer a sung grace before lunch on Thursday.



Rev. Doris Dalton, right, assists Bishop Middleton during Holy Communion. 
Below left, Rev. Denise Smartt Sears brings the word; conference members dip 
their hands in water as a way to remember their baptisms.

34 Clergy, Spouses Honored in Memorial 
“Hear now the roll of those who have 
joined the great cloud of witnesses 
since we last met.”
    
    With those words, Conference Secre-
tary Margaret Howe began the litany 
of clergy, clergy spouses, widows and 
widowers, and special remembrances 
during Thursday morning’s memorial 
service. Thirty-four persons who have 
died in the past year were remem-
bered. After each name was read a bell 
chimed.
     As the body gathered to celebrate 
their lives, Bishop Jane Allen Mid-
dleton said, “There is no way to tell 
how many lives have been touched by 
these persons we remember today.”
     In her message, Metropolitan 
District Superintendent Denise Smartt 
Sears spoke of how grief can cripple 
our lives, even to the point of physical-
ly impairing our breathing. She shared 
the story of her own diagnosis with 
asthma after the death of her mother.
    She referenced the scorned wife in 
the movie, “Waiting to Exile,” who is 
only able to breath after setting her 
husband’s clothes and car on fire.
    “We play our own movie in our 
heads . . . and it makes us heavy,” she 
said. “We’re holding our breath in 
response to stress, even in anticipation 
of a loved one’s death.”
     In her own case, a healing retreat 
helped her finally break things up and 
be able to breath freely again.
    “Anger and guilt were weighing on 
me,” she said. “I needed God to break 
through so I could breath.”
    She reminded the gathering that 
stress and challenges manifest in many 
different ways in our world – like the 
political climate, terrorism fears, and 
LGBTQ exclusion.
    “We will be winded, weighed down 
by grief and pain,” she said. “God 
encourages us to exhale.”
    Those who were remembered 
during the service are:

Clergy
Eli Samuel Rivera
Samuel Soon Jong Park
Robert V. Guthrie
Matthew H. Gates
Clyde Anderson
Arlene Penney
Willett R. Porter Jr.
Joseph Gillespie
James C. Watson
Benjamin B. K. Chiu
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Richard Yerrington
Lloyd E. Dees
Robert D. Woodstock
David L. Parker
Edward A. Underwood Jr.
Russell E. Sargent
Arnold C. Miller III
Richard A. Simmons
Donald Rackliff

Spouses of Clergy
Margaret Bloom
Carol Hope Davison
Jerry Gafio Watts
Jane Dubuque

Widows & Widowers of Clergy
Margaret Reith
Lucidia Arus
Shirley F. Truran
Amy Beveridge

Jean Bainbridge
Helen C. Hoyt
Ella V. Griffin
Patricia Fuessle
Freda Moon
Eleanor C. Snow

Special Remembrances
Elizabeth Thunderbird Haile



Bishop Middleton leads a blessing for the members of the delegation who will participate in the Northeastern Jurisdictional 
Conference in July. Two new bishops will be elected during that gathering.

Roena Littlejohn, above,  
was elected as the new 
conference lay leader. At 
left, Matt Curry lets Bishop 
Middleton do the driving. 
Rev. Jason Radmacher, 
below, celebrated the 250th 
anniversary of the John 
Street UMC with a video 
highlighting the church’s 
role in early Methodism.
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The body upheld a 
conference rule limiting 
the endorsement of episco-
pal candidates to just two 
clergy persons. The dele-
gation to the General and 
Jurisdictional conferences 
have chosen not endorse 
any candidates for the two 
available bishop positions.

Conference will vote on a 
2017 budget of $8,254,282 an 
increase of 1.4 percent over 
2016.

Clergy health insurance: 
HealthFlex uniform rate for 
active clergy will be $16,104 
for each local church em-
ploying one participating 
clergyperson. The cler-
gyperson will pay $1,296, 
or approximately 8 percent, 
and the church will pay 
$14,808, or approximately 
92 percent of that total.

Conference members 
attended afternoon work-
shops for the first time. 
They dealt with the follow-
ing topics:
• Health Care Ministry as 

Local Church Missions
• Asset-Based Community 
Development in the Local 
Church
• H.O.P.E. Model
• Being Vital: Small Mem-
bership Congregations 

Pressing Forward!
• The Relevance of the 
Black Church
• Small Groups: The Meth-
od of Our Mission
• Stewardship: Creating A 
Culture of Generosity

Thursday 
Wrap-Up


