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Dancers (from left), Revs. Leslie Duroseau, Tisha Branch and Sheila Beckford bring forward Bishop Thomas and Sally
Bickerton as they are welcomed during tthe opening worship service on Wednesday.

‘Roll Up Your Sleeves & Make Disciples’
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
In his first sermon at Hofstra
University as leader of the New York
Annual Conference, Bishop Thomas J.
Bickerton wasted no time in “getting
down to business.”
The 1 p.m. worship service brought
clergy and laity together for the start
of the 218th gathering of the body.
The bishop and his wife, Sally, were
brought joyfully to the front of the
stage by dancers, Rev. Leslie Duroseau, Rev. Tisha Branch, and Rev.
Sheila Beckford. Rev. Bette Sohm and
Evelyn Brunson, Episcopacy Committee co-chairs, then formally introduced
the Bickertons and led a blessing for
the couple.
With the gospel reading of John 21:119 as his guide, Bickerton said that
as he prepared for his sermon he had
realized a very basic point: disciples
were made when people recognized
who Jesus was. He highlighted how
Peter and Thomas and the pair on the
Emmaus road came to recognize Jesus.
And how John Wesley felt his “heart
strangely warmed” after an encounter with Moravians and a visit to an

Bishop Bickerton challenged the gathering to take off their robes and roll up
their sleeves to do the work of God.
Aldersgate meeting.
Bickerton recalled his own teenage
encounter with a church camp preacher and the sudden realization that he
was loved and accepted for who he
was.
“I started to wear a cross . . . because

it might help me know how to make
disciples,” he said. “But it didn’t really
help do that.”
With those words he hung the cross
around his neck on a coat rack on
stage. His stole and alb and cincture
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would follow as he made the point
that the trappings we wear don’t help
much in disciple making.
“We spend time trying to legitimize
ourselves through degrees and pews
in our church . . . legitimize ourselves and our egos,” Bickerton said.
“All that doesn’t do much to make
disciples.
“We’ve got to roll up our sleeves, go
the people and share the good news,”
he exhorted.
Disciple making is not about the
bulletins, a balanced budget or a newly paved parking lot, he said.
“We’ve got to take off our robes, get
out of our pews, and do what Jesus
said – feed my sheep.”
And “getting down to business
begins right here at annual conference,
the bishop noted, by greeting one
another by name, by offering hugs of
grace, and giving thanks to others for
their years of service and gratitude.
“If we do that, people will see that
the New York Conference has decided to roll up our sleeves and because
Jesus calls us.
“Believe it can. Believe it will. Believe it must – just believe,” Bickerton
offered in closing.
The service continued with Holy
Communion led by Bickerton, Rev. Jay
Williams, and Rev. Doris K. Dalton.
An offering was designated for the
Bishop’s Partners in Mission, which
supports worldwide and community
mission, general church shared ministries, and leadership development of
clergy and laity.

Rev. Tim Riss and Roena Littlejohn
service the elements of communion.
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Bishop Bickerton speaks to the 2017 ordination class after their final approval.

Clergy Session Okays Candidates

allegations . . . but our calling keeps us
The clergy session on Wednesday
going. Thank God for a love that will
afternoon was a mix of business and
not let us go.”
worship as the body gave the final
He asked the pastors to “set the pace
approval for seven who will commiswith me . . . to love one another, espesioned as provisional elders and 10
cially those with whom you disagree.”
who will be ordained as members in
Bickerton noted that we are in a “tenfull connection.
der and vulnerable time,” but it is not
Those approved as provisional
elders are: Elizabeth Abel, Mark Allen, the moment for charges and trials as
the denomination awaits the work of
Carlos R. Figueroa Colombani, Prince
the “Way Forward” commission.
Donkor, Lillian Hertel, Margaret
Bickerton charged the clergy with
Schramm Horn, and Kent Terchunian.
Those approved for full membership three tasks:
n Keep our local churches strong.
are: Deacon Kathryn Clegg Dickin“Preach, teach and love your people
son, and elders Michael H. Barry Jr.,
like no one ever has,” he
Mendis P. Brown, Martha
said.
Aline Epstein, Victoria Araba
n Keep this annual conKwedwua Kittoe, Michelle
ference strong. “Don’t be
Estelle Lewis, Jung Ung
overwhelmed by all that
Moon, Milagros Barreto
needs to be done . . . don’t let
Solorzano, Michael Benjamin
us get derailed in working
Sparrow, and Elisa Margarita
together.”
Vicioso.
n Demonstrate leadership
Vera Elfreda Isaacs will be
that believes in resurrection
welcomed as an associate
power and hope. “Let’s find
member.
joy in our work together,” he
In his remarks at the
said.
beginning of the session,
Bickerton offered a prayer
Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton
A confirmand‘s
written by fellow bishop,
encouraged the clergy to hold
gift sat before the Sally Dyck, which warned
themselves to a “higher stanbishop during the against being buffeted by
dard” in how they treat and
clergy session.
disagreement and divisions.
talk about one another.
“Be a path that leads to
“We hear so much about
God,” the bishop said in closing.
denominational confusion, and
cynicism, skepticism, alienation and

3 Vie for Trustees
The three candidates for the
conference Board of Trustees
were announced by Rev. David
Henry, chair of the Nominations
Committee. The election will
take place during the Friday
morning session.
The nominees are:
Rev. David Ball, pastor of
Union UMC in Brooklyn.
Glenn Sohm, a member of
the New Paltx UMC, New Paltz,
N.Y.
Rev. Dee Carol Stevens, pastor in the Delaware Headwaters
Parish in the Catskill Hudson
District.
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Dr. Susan Henry-Crowe, above, and Leigh Ann Gong addressed the laity.

LAITY SESSION

“Look Outside Yourselves”

Touching Moment

Bishop Bickerton was visibly moved to
hear his father Jim’s voice and see his
image on the video screen at Wednesday night’s opening session. This was
the first time that the elder Bickertons,
who live in Florida, had been unable
to attend the annual conference with
their son. His father’s appearance
came as a surprise to the bishop.

BY JENNIFER HARMER
The Wednesday afternoon laity session began by remembering all those
“who lived among us and have gone
on to eternity in the past year.“ Conference Lay Leader Roena Littlejohn
opened the session, and lay members
from each of the districts participated
in the remembrance.
Guest speaker was Dr.
Susan Henry-Crowe, the
general secretary of the General Board of Church and
Society. she offered a presentation on discipleship
and the UM Social Principles, dealing especially
with healthcare, immigration and peacebuilding.
During the session, the
gathering:
n Heard about the efforts
of the NYAC Immigration
Task Force and their future plans to
equip churches to move from works
of mercy to justice ministries, and
the expansion of a sanctuary church
network within the conference.
n Experienced an awesome testimony from Leigh Ann Gong, treasurer
and director of finance at the General
Board of Church and Society. Gong

shared how her life had been blessed
by a country and a denomination that
“took a chance on her.”
n Learned about the denomination‘s
move from Imagine No Malaria to the
Imagine Abundant Health initiative
for children around the world, and the
goals to help create body, mind, and
spiritual wellness in our
churches and communities.
(See the Abundant Health display table on the mezzanine
level for more information.)
n Heard about the denomination‘s peace efforts and
about the special offering
for Peace with Justice
Sunday on June 11, as well
as “ministry with the poor“
to engage people in need
right where they live.
n Was encouraged to view
the updated web site of the
General Board of Church and Society
for more information on the issues
discussed. (www.umcjustice.org)
Henry-Crowe also provided copies
of the 2017-2020 edition of the Social
Principles of the United Methodist
Church and encouraged the laity to
use it in their ministries.

Health Kit Challenge

Health kits must be brought
to the arena no later than 5 p.m.
Thursday night so they can be
trucked to Mission Central in
Pennsylvania early Friday morning. At last year’s annual conference, our churches delivered 4,198
health kits.

Tell Your Story
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Pray for Me, Please
The healing and anointing service,
above and at right, was a powerful
way to end our first day together in
the arena. These words were invoked at the beginning of the service:
“We bring with us our needs
and desires.
We name our need and desires
in the presence of God.
We leave our burdens there.
In the stillness we find God.
In the quietness we find our
strength.”

The Commission on Archives
(CAH) wants to hear – and videotape – your story about life as a
United Methodist. Last year, the
CAH shared the stories of some of
our conference’s historical figures
and now they want to add your
story to the mix.
During our time at Hofstra,
the CAH will be recording video
stories with an interviewer and a
storyteller/s in conversation with
each other. Stop by the Archives
display table on the mezzanine
level of the arena for more information, or give Archivist Beth
Patkus a call on her cell phone at
845-232-8022.

We Are Grateful!

Thanks to all the NYAC staff and
volunteers who made check-in and
the first day of conference run so
smoothly. We are indebted to your
commitment and hospitality!
Following his often humorous and
inspiring report as
dean of the cabinet,
Rev. Ken Kieffer, far
right, was honored
for his service by
Bishop Bickerton.
Kieffer, who has
served the Connecticut District for the
last eight years, will
begin leading Cheshire UMC on July 1.
Rev. Alpher Sylvester, third from right,
is the new district
superintendent for
Connecticut. Kieffer
will remain a devoted
Yankees fan.

