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Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, above center, joins the conference body in offering a blessing for the 2017 class of retirees.
Below, he congratulates pastor Carmen Margarita Ortiz, far right, on her years of service.
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
The class of 2017 retirees who were celebrated
on Thursday afternoon
had amassed 473 years of
service, including ministry
at hundreds of churches and
in dozens of extension ministries. The diverse group
of 18 has been community
pastors, hospital chaplains,
psychotherapists, and have
offered palliative care and
led healing ministries.
Rev. Samuel Arhin, conference relations chair, led
the group in the order of
farewell thanking the members of NYAC for their love
and support. Many of the
retirees reflected on their
careers and shared dreams

for the future by the means
of short videos.
District Superintendent
Betsy Ott offered a fitting
tribute to the retirees with
Leonard Bernstein’s “Simple Song.”
I will sing the Lord a new
song
To praise Him, to bless Him,
to bless the Lord.
I will sing His praises while
I live
All of my days.
Before offering a blessing
for the group, Bishop Thomas Bickerton reminded the
clergy of all the lives that
they have changed through
their ministries. Some
names they will remember
Continued on next page
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Navigating a Path of Hope
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
In a report that noted the
great diversity of the New
York Conference as well as
it’s recent leadership trauma
and declining membership,
Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton
laid out a road map of hope,
and defined vision in his
episcopal address Thursday.
He expressed deep gratitude for the conference’s
generous hospitality.
“I have been blessed by a
warm welcome everywhere
I have been privileged to
serve but never more so
than I have here in New
York,” Bickerton said
He’s also learned a lot
about the vagaries of the
region’s geography and
traffic, and it’s people.
“Just fill in the blank with
any ethnicity, theology, economic status, church size, or
particular passion you can
think of and you will find it
here in New York,” he said.
Bickerton added that he
has found much to celebrate
across the conference, citing
a litany of mission and
ministries.
He spoke of the work
that the cabinet, extended
cabinet and the conference
staff have been doing to
build stronger internal relationships that will empower
more dynamic ministries
outside of 20 Soundview
Avenue. He praised the cabinet for its sacrificial service
and adaptability.
The cabinet “has been
willing to walk down any
path I have taken them,” he
said.
Bickerton has expanded
his team building efforts to
include the ministries of the
laity, Volunteers in Mission,
camping and retreats, archives, communications, the
conference secretary, and
the Frontier Foundation.
In his short time as the
episcopal leader for New
York and Connecticut he

Bishop Bickerton congratultes Rev. Nathaniel Dixon.

18 Retirees
Celebrated
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Read the transcript of the bishop’s address at
www.nyac.com/newsdetail/8448321
has traveled extensively
across the conference. His
message was peppered with
analogies about navigating
both the tempestuous infrastructure and drivers of the
region.
He highlighted what he’s
found in the vital churches
along the roads leading
from White Plains:
n Understanding the
context of the church.
n Being unafraid to take
people deep into the heart
of God
n Building relationships
with the community
n Clear sense of mission.
n Unapologetic use of the
word evangelism to provide
people an alternative that
will “rock their world with
the grace and love of God
through Jesus Christ.”
Noting the 10-year decline
in membership of nearly
32,000 people, he said he
plans to do the following as
the conference navigates the
future:
n Set a communications
strategy to allow the conference to share its story in
more productive ways
n Give priority to spiritual development

n Convene a strategic
summit on youth and children ministries
n Further development of
the Frontier Foundation
n Re-examine a plan for
the expansion of Hispanic/
Latino ministry
n Re-start the long-range
planning commission
Bickerton cautioned
against allowing “significant potholes on the path”
to fully consume or divide
us and divert progress in
making disciples.
“I have a very good
friend who likes to say, ‘We
cannot let the problems of
the church prevent us from
being the church.’ ”
He noted that during the
time while the Way Forward
Commission continues its
work on issues of human
sexuality, “we should find a
way to discipline ourselves
to create space for heartfelt
prayer for and with one
another. This is a time to
care for one another and
for our church, realizing
that we are in a very weak
and vulnerable position as
a church and as people of
deep conviction.”

Continued from previous page
easily, he said, but there
are others that they will
never know.
“You won’t ever know
how deeply you have
touched people,” the bishop
said. “Those you remember
are not the whole picture of
the deep well of people you
have served and touched.”
He then asked the body to
join him in the blessing with
outstretched arms.
The retirees who were
honored are: Trudy E. Codd,
Oscar Destruge-Sandoval,
Nathaniel Dixon, Walter
Dixon, James R. Hoffman,
Lucy E. Jones, Young Shik
Kim, Evelyn R. McDonald,
Patricia Mott-Intermaggio,
Carmen Margarita Ortiz,
Laurence E. Powell, Lynne
D. Severance, Gunshik
Shim, Scott D. Summerville,
Mary Ellen Summerville,
William Wendler, Ezra
Hongchang Yew, and William Tung-Chuan Young.

Clergy couple, Scott and
Mary Ellen Summerville
were among those honored.

Remembering to Remember What Matters
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
At mid-morning Thursday, conference members
gathered to remember those
who had passed away since
last year. The 43 honored
included 25 clergypersons,
seven spouses of clergy, 10
widows or widowers of
clergy, and one lay person.
“In their passing they
become pillars of our faith,”
Bishop Thomas Bickerton
said in his opening remarks.
“Let us hold them in our
hearts as we join in a litany
of remembrance.”
He went on to introduce
Rev. Gerald “Jay” Williams,
currently the lead pastor of
Union UMC in Boston, who
would preach during the
memorial service.
“I cried the first time I
met Jay because I felt I was
in the presence of someone
very special and very gifted,” he said. Of Williams’
July move to lead Glide
Memorial UMC in San
Francisco, Bickerton said,
“They got the right guy.
What better way for this
conference to send him off
than with our support and
encouragement.”
Williams thanked the
bishop for the opportunity
to preach from the pulpit
were he was ordained three
years ago.
“I never imagined having
this opportunity as a black,
gay elder in full connection during Pride month,”
Williams said. “I’m learning
to appreciate the song my
granny sung . . . Amazing grace, how sweet the
sound.”
He paid tribute to two
saints in his own life, “my
granny who first took me to
church when I was 4 years
old . . . and my mentor Bishop Martin David McLee.”
Williams went on to
preach a powerful sermon
connecting the harm that
comes in both remembering
and “dis-remembering.”
Even when our pain of
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Read the transcript of the Williams’ sermon at
www.nyac.com/newsdetail/8448541
Rev. Jay Williams,
above, urged the
gathering to remember that no one is
“incompatible with
God.” At right, Marcia
White-Smith adds
another stone to the
memorial pillar.
loss hurts to the bone,
Williams said, we need
to remember that “our
loved ones still walk
with us, just as Jesus
walked with the men on
the road to Emmaus.”
He suggested that the
church has done itself
and its people much
harm when it chooses to
“dis-remember.” The church
has a long history of injustice, slavery, segregation,
and heterosexism, he said.
“We’ve been on the wrong
side of history before. We
must remember that while
God is always right, the

church can be wrong,” Williams said.
He said the church continues to do harm when some
are insiders and others are
outsiders, some are accepted and some are rejected.
As the Body of Christ,
past mistakes cannot be
ignored because “we are

shaped by remembrance at
the Lord’s table. Remembrance is at the core of our
practice,” Williams said.
“Amnesia – selective memory – does not serve the
cause of Christ.”
He took to task those who
use the Bible to wound and
condemn, rather than to
love and lift up.
“Let us never forget who
we are: a memory-formed
community shaped by how
we re-member,” Williams
said in closing.
Those honored in the act
of remembrance were Clergy: Lois Congdon, Cornelius Irwin, Robert Kanthak,
Joseph Ary, Dwight Kintner,
Frederick Moore, Sydney L.
Parker, Susan Woodworth,
David Rogers, Robert G.
Barnes, James W. Clayton,
David Harper, Mark J. Richards, Irving Marsland Jr.,
Albert H. Scholten, William
A. Johnston, Richard E. Wiborg, Charles W. Lanham,
Dorothy Weigert, Clinton
Lunt Jr., Henry E. Johnson,
George E. Harris, Joseph
Versteeg, Phillip Schnell,
and George Bailey
Spouses of clergy: Sandra
Piccirillo, Mildred Versteeg,
Jayne Carpenter, Joyce
Thornburg, Robert Dorsey,
Robert Codd, and Gwendolyn White
Widows and widowers
of clergy: Patricia A. Stacey,
Josephine Bigler, Doris
Robbins, Cornelia Neale,
Edith Mae Hansen, Louise
Hunter, Ruth Amrein, Doris
Clayton, Marion Thorn, and
Faye Ary
Laity: Wendy Fowlkes
Those in the arena were
invited to stand if they had
walked for a time with each
individual being memorialized. At the reading of each
name, a stone was removed
from one of two cairns and
placed on a pillar to represent the guidance that had
been shared and marking
the place that the deceased
now hold in our foundation.

’Round About the Arena
The conference band and
singers, above, always
amaze; Sally Bickerton, at
right, receives flowers from
the Episcopacy Committee;
new and existing clergy
in the Long Island East
District, below, mingle at the
stage after DS Julia YeonHee Yim read the new appointments. The scene will
be repeated for each of the
six districts as the new clergy are greeted by those who
are continuing in the same
church and community.
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Jerry Eyster, president of the Council
of Finance & Administration, presented
their report and budget
information for 2018.
The council has recommended a budget of
$8,503,984, an increase
of 3 percent over 2017.
The report was considered by legislative
section 5 last night
and comes before the
plenary for a vote this
afternoon.

BY THE
NUMBERS
Bishop’s Partners in
Mission

$7,855

Black College Fund

$5,977

