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Bishop Thomas Bickerton blesses the new provisional elders; below, he sets Rev. Jay Williams up to begin preaching.

‘No Matter the Test, You Are Loved by God’
BY JOANNE S. UTLEY
“Well, Jay, I think we’ve been to church
tonight!”
“Yes, bishop, I think we have.”
With those words “church” was
drawing to a close after a joyful, music-filled service of commissioning and
licensing at Friday night’s New York
Annual Conference. And in the end,
seven new provisional members had
been commissioned, one new missionary was commissioned, five new local
pastors had been granted the license to
preach, and countless others had felt
the Holy Spirit tugging at their hearts.
The Rev. Jay Williams brought
another powerful message urging the
gathering to always remember their
status as a child of God – no matter
the tests and trials of life.
“A spark of divinity dwells within
each of us,” he said. “We all are meant
to shine. Never to allow anyone or
anything to dull that sparkle.”
He apologized that they were beginning their credentialed ministry in

a “world like we’ve never seen” with
threats of terror, alternative facts, and
a fractured church.
“Many people are more concerned
with whom I go to bed with at night,
than about who has a bed to sleep in . .
. with whom I love rather than treating
everyone right,” Williams said.
He told the gathering that the time
for “kumbaya” Christianity was over
“because praying that everything will

be okay just isn’t cutting it.”
“People are dying. But just because
things are in God’s hands doesn’t
mean that we can sit on ours,” Williams said.
Thought the times are difficult, the
task is simple, Williams said. “Love
the people to whom you are sent. Never forget to love the people and your
ministry will bear fruit.”
Williams urged the newly commissioned to always test the spirit because
every spirit is not of God.
“Never coast or grow complacent in
your ministry,” he said. “The church is
dying because too many are phoning
it in . . . keep struggling . . . be creative.
“Don’t’ believe everything you hear,
don’t believe the doomsday report
that our churches can’t grow,” he said.
“To be faithful, we need to disbelieve
sometimes.”
Near the close of the service, Bishop Bickerton called on Pastor “Benny” Custodio of Immanuel-First
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Ewoodzie Taking the Mission Hat With Him!
With the music of “Halle,
Halle, Halleluja” filling the
air, Rev. Joseph Ewoodzie
asked the gathering to join
him in singing it one more
time. Ewoodzie, who has
served as the conference
mission coordinator for the
last 14 years, is returning to
parish ministry on July 1.
Ewoodzie thanked the
conference for its support
and reminded them that
lives are changed in the
mission journey – changed
from the inside out.
And what about the
mission hat? It travels to
Farmingdale, N.Y., next!

Ewoodzie gets a hug from
Bishop Thomas Bickerton.

Ewoodzie acknowledges applause from the gathering before Pastor Ed Dayton lauds his legacy of joyful ministry.
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CLERGY SPOUSES offer some “Blessed Assurance” as a way of providing the grace before lunch on Friday.

A Day for Scholarships, Grants & Awards
Gloster Current Scholarships

Rachel Palmer, Christ Church Staten
Island; attending Utica College, $2,000
award
Emily Mantz, UMC of Waterbury;
Sargent College of Boston University,
$3, 000 award

NY Education Society Awards
$1,000: Al Tiedman, Daniel Pinto,
and Kevin Thomas
$1,500: Akilah Edward, Alexander
Howard, Elise Arndtsen, Jessie Floyd,
and So Young Kim
$2,000: Cameron Neiblum, Jenna
Johnson, Rebekah Forni, and Saidi
Moseley
$3,000: Hyewon Kim, Laura Joy
Tiedeman, Sara Carlin Schott

Urban Ministry Scholarships
Akilah Bixler, Union Theological
School
Rebekah Forni, Drew Theological
School
Dorlimar Lebron Malave, Boston
University School of Theology

Frontier Foundation Executive Director
Ellen Knudsen, right, presents a grant
check to Diamond Hill UMC.

Rev. Keith Muhleman
Ministry Grants

n Westbrookville Community Chapel:
$1,500 to continue its “evangelism at
the post office” program. Kevin Mulqueen is the pastor.
n Verbank UMC: $1,500 for children’s
programming, Pastor Sun Joo Lee
n Diamond Hill UMC: $2,000 for
Vacation Bible School, Pastor Carol
Bloom

‘ONE MATTERS’ AWARDS

Pastor Derrick Watson, right, and Pastor Melvin Boone, third from right, stand
with parishioners from their respective churches.
Three churches were presented with
“One Matters” awards by Jeff Campbell of Discipleship Ministries. This
$1,000 award recognizes UMC churches that are turning zeros into positive
numbers for baptisms and professions
of faith – realizing that “moving from
zero to one” means a life transformed.
UMC of Monticello
Hurleyville UMC
These two Catskill Hudson mountain churches are led by Pastor Melvin
Boone, who has energized people
around evangelistic growth. Monticello recorded two baptisms and two

professions of faith in 2016. Hurleyville had eight baptisms and nine
professions of faith. Both churches
have 100 to 150 members.
First UMC, Newburgh
This landmark church in the New
York/Connecticut District has stood
since Civil War times. But in recent
years, the congregation has been in
decline in a city dubbed the “most
violent” in New York.
Under the leadership of Pastor Derrick Watson, the church recorded two
baptisms, and six professions of faith.

In other action Friday. . .
n All but one petition, resolution or report was approved on the
consent calendar by the plenary.
That resolution, “Caring for God’s
Creation through Improved Investment Policies” was referred for
more discussion, and when it was
returned to the plenary, it passed.
n A budget of $8,503,984 was
approved. That reflects a 3 percent
increase over 2017 spending plan.
n The conference voted to elect
in 2018 a full delegation for the

special General Conference in 2019,
including extra reserve lay and
clergy delegates. A separate election will occur in 2019 for the 2020
regular General Conference.
n Bishop Bickerton announced
that the conference had earned an
award for giving the total highest
amount in the Northeastern Jurisdiction to The Advance.
n Rev. David Ball, Rev. Dee Carol Stevens and Glenn Sohm were
all elected to the Board of Trustees.

Saying Farewell To
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Pastor “Bennie” Custodio
offers his testimony.

No Matter
The Test . . .

Missionary Quest Jamila Hunter, above, receives a gift from Global Ministires representive
Rebecca Asedillo. Below, the five local pastor candidates are questioned by the bishop,
and the Ghana UMC Junior Choir breaks out in song and joy.

BY THE NUMBERS
Bishop’s Partners in Mission

$7,855

Black College Fund

$5,977

Justice For Our Neighbors

$5,655
Anchor House

$5,268
Health Kits

5,225
School Kits

304

Birthing Kits

10

Layette Kits

19
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testimony.
Custodio shared how
he had been rescued from
drug addiction and fought
a wrongful conviction
through the saving grace of
God and the encouragement
of three UMC pastors.
“When God begins to
draw the perfect blue print,
there is no escaping the call
of God,” Custodio said.
In the wake of Custodio’s
words, Bickerton offered a
call to come to the stage for
prayer and blessing.
“God is working on someone in this room tonight,
God is calling you,” Bickerton said. “It’s time for us to
get fresh again in our lives.”
Those commissioned as
provisional elders were:
Elizabeth Carol Abel, Mark
Timothy Allen, Prince
Donkor, Carlos Ruben
Figueroa Colombani, Lillian
Marie Hertel, Margaret
Schramm Horn, and Kent
Tico Terchunian.
Local pastor’s licenses were granted to Lisa
Martine Bosworth, Mareta
Hamre, Fern Blair Hart, Barbara Marks, and Kathleen
Meyerson.
Quest Jamila Hunter, who
grew up in Vanderveer Park
UMC, was commissioned as
a General Board of Global
Ministries church and community worker.

