
UM101 Homework Assignments 

“What it means to be United Methodist” 

If you have not taken the class:                                                                                                                 

Please go to https://www.umctraining.org/product?catalog=What-It-Means-to-be-United-

Methodist register and take the class it is free. Please save, print and send us your certificate. 

Below you will find the additional written homework assignment for the online class. Email this 

on or before August 1st  to LPLS@nyac-umc.com 

If you have taken the UMCom online class:                                                                               

Please send us your certificate of .5CU.  You still have to answer the questions. It is a part of the 

school curriculum. Email this on or BEFORE 8/1/17 to LPLS@nyac-umc.com .  

 

Please answer 2 questions in each section equals a total of 10 questions 

Introduction and Overview 

Homework Assignment 1: 

Consider the attributes of United Methodism that the Barna Research Institute says are 

desired by people who are not currently affiliated with a church: 

• Very active in helping people in the community who are hurting and in need; 

• Accepts everyone because it believes that God cares for everyone; • Helps to 

strengthen families by ministering to children, teens and parents; 

• Has people who deeply care and support each other. 

A. Why do you think these are important to people who is not now a part of a church? 

Are there other attributes of your individual congregation or of The United Methodist 

Church as you understand it that are equally or more important to you—as someone 

who is a part of a congregation? 

B. Next, identify some of the specific ways in which your congregation embodies or 

lives up to these attributes, as well as to others you consider important. 

C. Finally, write a brief description of how you might describe United Methodism to 

someone who asked you, “What are United Methodists like? Is there anything that 

makes them different?”  Share that with your group at the next class session. 

Homework Assignment 2: 

Since the early days of Methodism, people associated with it have practiced “personal 

piety”—nurturing their faith inwardly—and “social holiness”—living out their faith in 

the world. Both are considered important. 
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Identify practices you use to nurture your faith and identify ways in which you regularly 

live out your faith in the everyday world. Consider whether you need to give more 

attention to either or both areas. If you do, identify one or two steps you could take within 

the next week to begin doing so. Then do at least one—and share your experience at your 

next group meeting. 

 

 

Unit 1: History 

Complete any two of the following Homework Assignments.  

Homework Assignment 1: 

United Methodists have rediscovered the value of accountability groups in recent years. 

Read more about three of these and report what you learned to your group. 

Covenant Discipleship: http://www.gbod.org/covenantdiscipleshipbasics or read 

Accountable Discipleship by Steve Manskar (available from Discipleship 

Resources or Cokesbury). 

Companions in Christ: http://www.upperroom.org/companions/. 

“The Walk to Emmaus” Reunion Groups: 

http://www.upperroom.org/emmaus/fourthday/. 

Homework Assignment 2: 

Read more about “The Love Feast” in the United Methodist Book of Worship (borrow a 

copy from your pastor or find one in your church library). How do you think people in 

your congregation would respond to this service? Do you think it would be as meaningful 

today as it was for the early Methodists? Why or why not. Consider talking with your 

group about holding “The Love Feast” to end your study of UM101. 

Homework Assignment 3: 

Find a history of your church or talk to a long-time member. If your church started before 

1968, to what predecessor denomination(s) did it belong? How was your church started 

(settlers to the area, “daughter” of an existing church in the community, circuit rider)? 

What languages have been most commonly used by the congregation? If there was a 

change, why did it occur? 

Homework Assignment 4: 

Go through the hymnal used in your congregation, and pick out at least three hymns 

written by Charles Wesley. Identify how each reflects a characteristic of the Wesleyan 

movement. 
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Unit 2: Theology and Beliefs 

Complete at least two of the following assignments.  

Homework Assignment 1: 

Read paragraphs 120-138 of The Book of Discipline. Consider how the elements of the 

Wesleyan quadrilateral (scripture, tradition, reason and experience) contributed to this 

statement of the church’s mission ministry. What questions does this section raise for 

you? Find a time to discuss these with your pastor or your group leader. 

Homework Assignment 2: 

“The Social Principles are a call to all members of The United Methodist Church to a 

prayerful, studied dialogue of faith and practice.” (The Book of Discipline 2008). Secure 

a copy of “The Social Principles,” and read Paragraph 164, “The Political Community.” 

Identify one or two statements that relate to legislative issues in your area or the nation. 

Consider what action or position you might take with this guidance from the church. 

Remember: United Methodists are not required to agree with the statements in The 

Social Principles! 

Note: You can find The Social Principles printed in the Discipline, the Book of 

Resolutions and in a small pamphlet. You can also find them by visiting 

http://www.umc.org, clicking on “About Our Church,” and then on “What We Believe.” 

Homework Assignment 3: 

United Methodists commonly use three names for the sacrament commonly called 

communion. Each reflects a different emphasis on our understanding of the meaning. 

Consider the following hymns and in which type(s) of observance it might be most 

appropriately used. (Note: Hymn numbers are from The United Methodist Hymnal. Most 

of these hymns can be found in other hymn collections). 

Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast, 616  

I Come with Joy, 671  

Let Us Break Bread Together, 618  

Now the Silence, 619  

One Bread, One Body, 620  

There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood, 624  

Bread of the World, 624  

Because Thou Hast Said, 635  

This Is the Feast of Victory, 638  

Take Our Bread, 640  

Fill My Cup, Lord, 641  
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Unit 3: Organization and Governance 

Complete Assignment 1 and at least one of the other assignments.  

Homework Assignment 1: 

Identify the following people who serve your church through the United Methodist 

connection: 

Your pastor(s) _____________________________________________________ 

Your lay member(s) to annual conference _______________________________ 

Your district superintendent __________________________________________ 

Your annual conference director of connectional ministries (or the person who leads 

development of program ministries in your conference) _____________________ 

Your conference treasurer _____________________________________________ 

Your bishop ________________________________________________________ 

Also identify other people on the conference or district staff who might be resource 

people as your church plans its mission and ministry 

______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Also, find out if anyone from your congregation (laity or clergy) serves on a district, 

conference, jurisdictional or denominational council, board, commission, committee or 

other group. If so, have them tell you about the ministry on the group on which they serve 

and their role. 

Homework Assignment 2: 

Using the United Methodist Handbook or by visiting www.umcgiving.org, identify the 

apportioned funds that every annual conference and every local congregation is expected 

to support. Read about the World Service Fund and at least two of the other funds. 

Determine how your congregation might benefit from the mission and ministry supported 

by connectional giving through these funds. 

Homework Assignment 3: 

Learn who your bishop is and when (s)he began serving your annual conference. Is your 

bishop serving any other annual conferences at this time? If so, which one(s)? Has (s)he 

been a bishop in other conferences before coming to yours? From what conference was 

(s)he elected and when? In what jurisdiction(s) are these conferences located? 

Talk with your pastor and learn the differences and similarities in the ways bishops and 

other clergy receive their assignments and appointments. 

Organization and Governance (homework continued) 
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Homework Assignment 4: 

Using your annual conference Web site, material which may be available in your church 

office or by making a telephone call to your conference office, identify five events, 

programs, ministries, staff people or other resources that are available to serve you or 

your local church. Then find out to participate or use them. 

Homework Assignment 5: 

Identify three mission agencies, ministries or institutions within the boundaries of your 

annual conference that are supported through apportionments. (Note: Your congregation 

may also support some others through special giving or designated gifts, but, for this 

assignment, limit yourself to those supported by apportionments.) Learn enough about the 

work of each of these to tell your group how they are part of your congregation’s 

ministry of making disciples. 

Find out how much of your local church’s budget is allocated to pay denominational 

apportionments and local church apportionments. Then divide that amount by your local 

church’s membership (or worship attendance) to how much of what they give in a year 

supports ministry and mission beyond the local congregation. Report back to your group.  
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Unit 4: Present and Future Challenges 

Complete both of these Homework Assignments 

 

Homework Assignment 1: 

United Methodists are—and have always been—a diverse group of people characterized 

by differing understandings and practices while holding fast to some basic Christian 

doctrines. In light of this and your other learning during UM101, write a brief statement 

to guide you as you respond personally to some of these challenges. 

Assignment 2: 

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors: The People of The United Methodist Church.” 

Write your understanding of this identifying promise, and discuss your comfort with it as 

a way to identify yourself. Do the same for your congregation. What opportunities and 

challenges does it raise? Discuss your responses in your final group meeting. 


