
Youth Ambassadors Mission Trip to Haiti – Basic FAQs Sheet 
 
We are so excited that you are considering being a part of the 2018 YAM journey to Haiti. 
 
The Youth Ambassadors In Mission (YAM) ministry focuses on one main goal; Making Disciples for 
Christ.  This goal is achieve by growing young Christian leaders, developing their faith, teaching them 
how to love and serve God’s children everywhere in this world, and instilling in them the 
Wesleyan/Holiness missions spirit of evangelism and social responsibility.  
 
The average age of YAM participants is 17 years. For most participants, this trip will be their first time 
traveling away from home and family to a different country to experience a different culture. The YAM 
experience therefore offers a critical cross-cultural encounter and fosters a sense of maturity in the faith 
journey of our young people. About 200 youths have participated in the YAM ministry since its inception 
in 2005.  Among the countries that Youth Ambassadors have worked are: Antigua, Bolivia, Cambodia, 
Costa Rica, Ecuador, and Ghana. 
 
Below, please find some basic information that may help you in your decision. 
Additional, more detailed, information will be presented during the two orientation meetings.  
 
In addition to 3 chaperones, the team will be led by Tom and Wendy Vencuss. Tom and Wendy have 
spent the past 15 years working in short and long-term mission capacities in Haiti.  
 
Haiti   While so much publicity has often focused on the struggles and poverty of Haiti, it is a country 
rich in culture, with a history that is both fascinating and yet disturbing, and an amazing and faithful 
people. This mission journey will not only allow participants a rich cross-cultural experience, but to be 
blessed and transformed by the people they will meet.   
 
Where Will We Be Staying?   Our initial and departing location for the trip is the Methodist Guest House 
in Petionville, about 12 miles southeast of Port –au – Prince. It is overseen by the Methodist Church of 
Haiti (EMH) and provides guests with bunk-type bedrooms, mattresses and linens, safe and adequate 
drinking water, showers (air-temperature water), a small swimming pool, and great meals.  
 
At the Guest House you will receive an orientation from the Coordinator which will provide additional 
information about Haiti, Haitian culture, “do’s and don’ts”, and other details which will made your 
experience fuller. Team care and safety is our priority as well as a valuable experience.   
 
The hosts and staff at the GH treat their guests like family and once you are here you are part of the 
EMH-VIM family.   
 
There is a safe at the Guest House. Passports and other valuables, including laptops, may be stored 
there when not needed. A passport is not needed while in-country.  
 
Where is the Mission Site?  Our mission site for the week is the village of Furcy. Furcy sits on a mountain 
ridge, about 30 miles south and east of PAP, and some 6,000 above sea level. The conditions here are 
primitive, although the new Mission House, built by VIM teams and local laborers, now provides more 
comfortable accommodations. There are currently 9 bunks providing 18 beds. Almost all of the bunks 
have small mattresses. There is no public electricity or running water. A generator is provided for several 



hours a day and water from a cistern is provided for washing and “bucket” showers. There is a room for 
group meals.  
 
In Furcy there is a small Methodist Church, a school, a clinic, a mission house, and several other small 
buildings. It is a very rural farming community.  
 
Given the altitude, while the days are warm the evenings are very cool, in the 50s and 60s, especially in 
winter months. Your packing list suggests a sleeping bag and other warm clothing.  
 
Proposed Itinerary   
Saturday, February 17: arrive Port au Prince, travel to Guest House for orientation and first evening 
Sunday, February 18: travel to Furcy, attend worship, settle in and meet the community  
Monday to Wednesday: activities in Furcy 
Thursday: pack up and depart Furcy for Guest House in Petionville 
Friday: local site-seeing in Port au Prince 
Saturday: pack up for travel back home  
 
As with any mission trip, things sometimes change quickly and may necessitate a change in the 
proposed itinerary. It is essential that all team members remain open, flexible, and patient to changes.  
 
Food and Water     Cooks generally come from the local community. Teams will eat traditional Haitian 
fare although they try to make it as “American” as possible. You will have two cooked meals (morning 
and evening) and a light, cold lunch each day. If you have any concerns about the meals or special 
dietary needs please let your Team Leaders know. The cooks do a great job, enjoy having people help, 
wanting to learn, and do their best to accommodate team needs. Please bring your own snacks or 
special meals. It is imperative however that they be sealed well in plastic as red ants can be aggressive 
and painful.   
 
Is the water safe to drink? The water both at the Guest House and at project sites is filtered. Teams will 
carry in drinking and cooking water.   
 
What Will we be Doing?  Specifics projects will be determined in consultation with the community 
leaders ahead of our visit. In addition to a “hands-on” project we will spend time in the school, perhaps 
work in the fields, join in a game day, and spend time with village youth and young adults. We may also 
have “a day in the life” in which small groups will spend most of a day with a local family.  
  
Supplies - Team members may be asked to solicit supplies or support from individuals or their local 
church for a trip, depending upon the needs and project of the team. For example, we may be looking 
for medical/dental supplies, school supplies, or other items. A list will be made available to team 
members as the trip is developed. A “packing day” may be determined prior to leaving. If team members 
are each carrying two suitcases it is recommended that one be for personal items and the second for 
team, community, or project supplies.   
 
Funding – Applicants will be asked to raise $400. Parents will be asked to provide $400. The applicant 
will request $400 support from his or her church. Once accepted, the Missions Office will contact the 
District Superintendent for the remaining funds.   
 
 



 
      
 
 

 
 


