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ENTRANCE 

GATHERING MUSIC 

 

PRELUDE “The Summons” J. Bell 
Words & Music by:Graham Maule & John Bell 

All Rights Reserved  Reprinted under CCLI #11167467 & CVLI504176464 

Conference Music Team 

 

GREETING AND PRAYER  Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton 

 

The bishop greets the people and they respond:  

The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

The Holy Spirit is among us. 

Move us, Holy Spirit! 

Let us pray. 

God of hope and new beginnings. Giver of life and future. 

When nothing existed but chaos, you swept across the dark waters and 

brought forth light. 

In the days of Noah you saved those on the ark through water. 

After the flood you set in the clouds a rainbow. 

When you saw your people as slaves in Egypt, you led them to freedom 

through the sea. 

Their children you brought through the Jordan to the land which you 

promised. 

Provider of all good things and companions in our journey through the stormy 

banks.  

We give you thanks for this day and for gathering us as one family in Christ.  



We thank you for your calling and for the gifts that allow us to be your 

witness in the world. 

Send your Holy Spirit to us, so we may rejoice in worshiping you, not only 

with our words but with our deeds. 

Transform us, O Lord, and give us hope to face the future unafraid. 

In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN “God is Here”    UMH 660 
Words & Music by: Fred Pratt & Joel Raney 

All Rights Reserved  Reprinted under CCLI #11167467 & CVLI 504176464 

1) God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer,  

may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share.  

Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts  

wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts.  

2) Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace;  

here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place.  

Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech,  

here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each.  

3) Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s  

  flock and fold;  

here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us, as of old.  

Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore  

what it means in daily living to believe and to adore.  

4) Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of  

  change and doubt  

keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out.  

Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive;  

we, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe! 

 

WELCOME   Rev. Siobhan Sargent Faustino  

 

 



RECOGNITION OF LOCAL PASTORS 

Rev. Samuel Arhin, Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry: 

Siblings in Christ, we present to you the following persons to be recognized as 

newly licensed local pastors:  

Eun Sung Han 

Saebuek Lee 

Tracy Moore 

Valerie Paul-Greenaway 

Lucie Tshama Wa Mbiya 

James von Kühn Murray 

Katarina von Kühn Murray 

Cynthia Waugh-Litchmore 

Hyemin Mina Yoo 

Bishop to congregation: 

Licensed local pastors are persons who have answered the call from God to serve 

the mission of Jesus Christ through the work of the local congregation in The 

United Methodist Church. 

While appointed to a particular charge, they shall perform all the duties of a pastor,   

including proclamation of the Word of God,  

leading in worship and liturgy,  

performing the sacraments of baptism and holy communion,  

the services of marriage, burial, confirmation, and membership reception 

within the setting to which they are appointed and during the time of the 

appointment. 

These persons have completed the requirements for the license as local pastor and 

are recommended by the District Committees on Ordained Ministry.  We have 

inquired diligently concerning them and have found them to be fit for this sacred 

vocation. 

 



You are hereby authorized to serve as local pastors in the congregation to which 

you are appointed.  Take care that you perform these duties faithfully as much as 

you are able, the Lord being your helper. 

Let us pray together: 

Almighty God, whose Word is truth in keeping of which is eternal life: We 

thank you for your servants, whom you set aside in your name as local pastors.  

Prepare them in body, mind, and spirit for this task, and continue them in 

your grace, that they may increase and bless your Church through their 

labors; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

Bishop to congregation: 

With great joy and holy expectation, I present to you these newly licensed local 

pastors.  Please receive them with thanksgiving. 

 

PRESENTATION OF PERSONS TO BE COMMISSIONED, 

ORDAINED and RECOGNIZE 

 

Bishop: 

Who presents these candidates to be ordained, commissioned, or recognized? 

 

Deaconess Gail Douglas-Boykin, Conference Lay Representative: 

We have recommended them in our local congregations. 

We present them with our prayers and support. 

Rev. Samuel Arhin, Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry: 

We have examined these candidates according to the standards of our Discipline 

and this annual conference of The United Methodist Church. 

  



Rev. Robert Milsom, Vice Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry: 

We present for commissioning as provisional members: 

Daniel Asibuoh-Sarpong  “Breathe on Me” (UMH #420) 

Daeho Noah Choi  “Blessed Assurance” (UMH #369) 

Lydia Hyunsil Han  “Our God is an Awesome God”    

  “Bless the Lord, Oh My Soul”  

Seung Jin Hong  “Blessed Assurance” (UMH #369) 

  “Here I Am, Lord” (UMH #593) 

Sun Yong Lee                “Close to Thee” (UMH #407) 

Crystal Paul-Watson  “Spirit of the Living God” (UMH #393) 

  “Many Gifts, one Spirit” (UMH #114) 

Heidi Nurene Thomas                     “Be Still My Soul” (UMH# 534) 

Barbara L. Whitlow  “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” (UMH#127) 

 

*All hymns listed are covered under Public Domain, CCLI & OneLicense.net  

 

We present them with our prayers and support. 

 

Rev. Samuel Arhin, Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry: 

 

We present for ordination as elder: 

Jon Michael Cobb   “Draw the Circle...”  

  “I’m Gonna Live So God...” 

Jacob Eun  “Wonderful Peace” 

Akio Iyoda  “This Is My Song” (UMH#437) 

Jane Kim  “Sing A Jubilant Song; You Are Mine” 

Samuel Lee                    “All the Way” 

Claire Hojung Wu          “Because He Lives” (UMH #364) 

Seung Kwon Yang    “Because He Lives” (UMH #364) 

 

*All hymns listed are covered under Public Domain, CCLI & OneLicense.net  

 

We present them with our prayers and support. 



Rev. Robert Milsom, Vice Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry: 

We present for ordination as deacon: 

 

Maria-Pia Ratte Seirup  “Spirit Song” (UMH#347) 

 

We present her with our prayers and support. 

 

Rev. Samuel Ahrin, Chair of the Board of Ordained Ministry: 

We present to be recognized as elders in full connection in the New York Annual 

Conference in The United Methodist Church: 

Dyanne Corey     “For Your Glory” 

Herron Gaston    “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” (UMH#140) 

We present them with our prayers and support. 

 

 

Bishop: 

We rejoice in the Spirit’s work in the our lives 

and the lives of those who come to serve and lead among us. 

 

All: 

We will uphold them with our prayers and support. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

  

 

  



THE EXAMINATION 

The bishop examines the candidates for commissioning, ordination and recognition 

of orders: 

 

THE WESLEYAN HISTORICAL QUESTIONS 

Have you faith in Christ? 

Candidates: I have. 

Are you going on to perfection? 

Candidates: I am by the grace of God. 

Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life? 

Candidates: God willing, I do. 

Are you earnestly striving after it? 

Candidates: With God’s help, I am. 

 Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God and God’s work? 

Candidates: I am so resolved. 

Do you know the General Rules of our Church? 

Candidates: I do. 

Will you keep them? 

Candidates: I will so endeavor. 

Have you studied the doctrines of The United Methodist Church? 

Candidates: I have studied them. 

After full examination, do you believe that our doctrines are in harmony with the 

Holy Scriptures? 

Candidates: I believe they are. 

Will you preach and maintain them? 

Candidates: To the best of my ability, I will. 

 



Have you studied our form of Church discipline and polity? 

Candidates: I have studied them. 

 Do you approve of our Church government and polity? 

Candidates: I do so approve. 

 Will you support and maintain them? 

Candidates: I will with God’s help. 

 Will you diligently instruct the children in every place? 

Candidates: I will.  

Will you visit from house to house? 

Candidates: This is my commitment.  

Will you recommend fasting or abstinence, both by precept and example? 

Candidates: I will so recommend. 

Are you determined to employ all your time in the work of God? 

Candidates: This is my intention.  

Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in your work? 

Candidates: I am not. 

Will you observe the following directions?  

a) Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be triflingly employed.  

Never trifle away time;  

neither spend any more time at any one place than is strictly necessary.  

b) Be punctual.  

Do everything exactly at the time.  

And do not mend our rules, but keep them; not for wrath, but for  

conscience’ sake. 

Candidates: The Lord being my helper, I will. 

 

  



THE GENERAL QUESTIONS 

Bishop: My sisters and brothers in Christ, 

  

As commissioned or ordained ministers, 

  you are to be coworkers with bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, 

  provisional members, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home   

  missioners, supply pastors, and all the people of God. 

  

You are called 

  to serve rather than to be served, 

  to proclaim the faith of the church and no other, 

  to look after the concerns of God’s kingdom above all. 

  

So we may know that you believe yourselves 

  to be called by God 

  and that you profess the Christian faith, 

  we ask you: 

  

Do you believe that God has called you 

  to the life and work of set apart ministry? 

Candidates: I do so believe. 

Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

  and confess Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? 

Candidates: I do so believe and confess. 

 

Are you persuaded 

  that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 

  contain all things necessary for salvation 

  through faith in Jesus Christ 

  and are the unique and authoritative standard 

  for the church’s faith and life? 

  Candidates: I am so persuaded, by God’s grace. 

  



Will you be faithful in prayer, 

  in the study of the Holy Scriptures, 

  and with the help of the Holy Spirit 

  continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you? 

Candidates: I will, with the help of God. 

Will you do your best to pattern your life 

  in accordance with the teachings of Christ? 

  Candidates: I will, with the help of God. 

Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, 

  lead the people of God to faith in Jesus Christ, 

  participate in the life and work of the community, and 

  seek peace, justice, and freedom for all people? 

  Candidates: I will, with the help of God. 

Will you be faithful to The United Methodist Church, 

  accepting and upholding its order, liturgy, doctrine, and discipline, 

  defending them against all doctrines contrary to God’s Holy Word, 

  and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, 

  and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your  

  ministry? 

  Candidates: I will, with the help of God. 

Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, 

  covenant to participate in the life of the order, 

  into which you are ordained or commissioned, received or recognized? 

Will you give yourself to God through the order or fellowship, 

  in order to sustain and build each other up 

  in prayer, study, worship and service 

  under the rule of life set forth in the vows you take this day? 

Candidates: I will, with the help of God. 

 

 

 



May God, 

  who has given you the will to do these things, 

  give you grace to perform them, 

  that the work begun in you by the Holy Spirit 

  may be brought to perfection. 

 All: Amen. 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY        “Dwell In The House”           G. Murphy 
Words & Music by: Gale Jones Murphy 

All Rights Reserved Reprinted under OneLicense #S-921110 
Conference Music Team 

 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 

 

SCRIPTURE READING 

 Mark 4:26-34        

 Rev. Claire Wu  
26 [Jesus] also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground, 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and 

grow, he does not know how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the 

head, then the full grain in the head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in 

with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

30 He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

will we use for it? 31 It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is 

the smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes 

the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air 

can make nests in its shade.” 

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 
34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in 

private to his disciples. 

 

  



SERMON “Knock on Wood”            Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton 

 

 

MUSIC MINISTRY “We Must Work” Ron. Winans 

      Conference Music Team 

 

 

PRAYER  Rev. Ximena Díaz and Rev. Heather Sinclair 

 

Prayers of the People for NYAC Ordination and Commissioning 2021 

God of grace and God of glory, on your people pour your power, 

O God, we gather in the presence of your Holy Spirit to give you thanks, for the blessing 

of our lives, the church and the world, especially today we praise you for your beloved 

and gifted children, who have been called, blessed, and set apart for ministry in your 

church, the body of Christ. 

Empower us to be your church, for such a time as this, in many ways and many places.  

Inspire us to go beyond the walls and boundaries that have been our reality of church.  

Move us into a new future, fill with unimaginable possibilities. 

Embolden us to go beyond the boundaries to the margins, to those who are hurting.  

Forgive us for the hurt and harm we have caused when we have not welcomed as you 

welcome.  Heal our broken hearts and wounded spirits, so that we may bring healing and 

hope to others. 

Give us a prophetic voice, O God, to speak truth to power; to give voice to the voiceless.  

Guide us as leaders – guide all leaders – of this nation, of all nations, of our communities, 

of our church to lead with compassion and wisdom and integrity.  

On this day of celebration, we remember the saints.  For the cloud of witnesses that has 

guided and encouraged us in the life of faith.  For those who sit beside us, for those who 

live on in our hearts and now rest from their labors, we give you thanks.  Comfort the 

many who grief today, give them your peace which passes all understanding. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, to live these days with a vision of your eternal and 

abundant kin-dom. 



We pray in the name of Jesus, who through his life, death and resurrection incarnated 

your great love, so that we might do the same.  We pray together, in the many languages 

of our heart, as Christ, taught us to pray: 

Lord’s Prayer - All are invited to pray in their heart language. 

 

EXAMINATION FOR CANDIDATES FOR COMMISSIONING 

 

A provisional member 

is bound to the service of God 

appointed and supervised by the bishop, 

and guided by of ordained and lay colleagues 

in the Board of Ordained Ministry, 

as they continue to grow in grace 

and to practice and perfect their skills in the ministries 

to which they may later be ordained 

as deacon or elder. 

 

This is the way of life and work of a provisional member. 

 

Do you believe that God has called you to continue your preparation toward 

ordained ministry in this way? 

I do so believe. 

 

COMMISSIONING OF PROVISIONAL MEMBERS 

 

The bishop, laying both hands upon the shoulders of each candidate, prays: 

Pour out your Holy Spirit upon Name. 

 

Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to announce the reign 

of God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 



 

After all the candidates have been commissioned by laying on of hand, the bishop 

addresses the congregation: 

With great joy and holy expectation, I present to you these newly commissioned 

servants. 

Please receive them with thanksgiving. 

 

EXAMINATION OF DEACON CANDIDATE 

A deacon 

is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood, 

to relate the life of the community to its service in the world, 

to lead others into Christian discipleship, 

to nurture disciples for witness and service,                                   

to lead in worship, 

to teach and proclaim God’s Word, 

to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism and Holy Communion, 

to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes, 

to serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed, 

and to lead Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice, 

liberation and reconciliation, 

especially in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice. 

 

This is the rule of life and work of a deacon. 

 

Do you believe that God has called you  

to the life and work of a deacon? 

 

Deacon Candidate: 

I do so believe. 

 

 



EXAMINATION OF ELDER CANDIDATES 

 

The bishop examines the candidates for ordination or recognition as elder: 

 

An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ 

  and of the whole church: to preach and teach the Word of God 

  and faithfully administer the sacraments of  

  Holy Baptism and Holy Communion; 

  to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; 

  to lead persons to faith in Jesus Christ; 

  to exercise pastoral supervision, 

  to order the life of the congregation and connection, 

  to counsel the troubled, 

 and declare the forgiveness of sin; 

  to lead the people of God 

 in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world; 

   to seek justice, peace, and freedom for all people; 

   and to take a responsible place in the government of the Church 

   and in service in and to the community. 

 

This is the rule of life and work of an elder. 

  

Do you believe that God has called you 

  to the life and work of an elder? 

I do so believe. 

 

HYMN  “Come, Holy Ghost, Our Souls Inspire” (UMH 651)  
Words & Music by: John Cosin, Michael Forster & Rabanus Maurus 

All Rights Reserved  Reprinted under CCLI #11167467 & CVLI 504176464 

 

  

https://songselect.ccli.com/Search/Results?List=contributor_P426887_John%20Cosin
https://songselect.ccli.com/Search/Results?List=contributor_P436479_Michael%20Forster
https://songselect.ccli.com/Search/Results?List=contributor_P462735_Rabanus%20Maurus


1) Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

and lighten with celestial fire; 

thou the anointing Spirit art, 

who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

 

2) Thy blessed unction from above 

is comfort, life, and fire of love; 

enable with perpetual light 

the dullness of our blinded sight. 

 

3) Anoint and cheer our soiled face 

with the abundance of thy grace; 

keep far our foes; give peace at home; 

where thou art guide, no ill can come. 

 

4) Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

and thee, of both, to be but One; 

that through the ages all along 

this, this may be our endless song. 

 

THE LAYING ON OF HANDS 

The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying: 

 

Almighty God, pour upon [Name...] the Holy Spirit, 

for the office and work of an elder in Christ’s holy church. 

 

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 

 

Immediately the candidate places hands on their personal Bible as the bishop lays 

hands on the hands of the candidate and says: 

 

[Full Name...], take authority as an elder 

to preach the Word of God, 

to administer the Holy Sacraments 



and to order the life of the Church; 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 

 

The bishop lays both hands on the head of each ordinand, praying: 

Almighty God, pour upon Name the Holy Spirit 

for the office and work of a deacon in Christ’s holy church. 

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 

 

Immediately the candidate places hands on a Bible as the bishop lays hands on the 

hands of the candidate and says: 

 

Full Name, take authority as a deacon 

to proclaim the Word of God 

and to lead God's people 

in ministries of compassion and justice; 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

All audibly affirm the action, saying, Amen. 

 

RECOGNITION OF ORDERS 

The bishop addresses the one whose orders as elder are to be recognized: 

 

After due examination of your call and ministry in another part of Christ’s holy 

church, we now welcome you to this communion. You have given assurance of 

your faith and Christian experience. 

 

You have renewed the vows of your ordination and embraced our own, committing 

yourself to accept and uphold faithfully the doctrine, liturgy, and discipline of The 

United Methodist Church. 

 

We rejoice that you have been called to serve among us, 

and pray that God may guide your ministry. 



As the candidate comes forward, the bishop greets them: 

Name, we now recognize you as an elder in The United Methodist Church and 

welcome you as a full member of the New York Annual Conference. 

Bishop to congregation, after all elders are ordained or recognized: 

With great joy and holy expectation, I present to you these newly ordained elders; 

newly ordained deacon and these newly recognized elders.  Please receive them 

with thanksgiving. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER  

A Covenant Prayer in the Wesleyan Tradition  

(Contemporary Version)  

I am no longer my own, but yours. 

Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 

Praised for you or criticized for you. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service. 

And now, O wonderful and holy God, 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,  

you are mine, and I am yours. 

So be it. 

And the covenant which I have made on earth, 

Let it also be made in heaven.  Amen. 

 

Video DANCE MINISTRY    “Carry Us Through” 

 

  



SENDING FORTH  

   

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING * 

The bishop blesses the people: 

The grace of Jesus Christ, 

  and the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all always. 

Maria Pia Seirup, newly ordained deacon dismisses the people: 

Go in peace 

  to love and serve God and your neighbor in all that you do. 

  

We are sent in Christ’s name. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

*RECESSIONAL HYMN“Come Out the Wilderness” UMH 416 

Conference Music Team 
Words & Music by: Lani Smith 

All Rights Reserved  Reprinted under OneLicense #S-921110 

I am leaning on the Lord, 

I am leaning on the Lord. 

I am leaning on the Lord, who died on Calvary. 

Tell me, how did you feel when you come out the wilderness, 

come out the wilderness, come out the wilderness? 

Tell me, how did you feel when you come out the wilderness, leaning on the 

Lord? 

I am leaning on the Lord, 

I am leaning on the Lord. 

I am leaning on the Lord, who died on Calvary. 

Did you love everybody when you come out the wilderness, 

come out the wilderness, come out the wilderness? 

Did you love everybody when you come out the wilderness,  

leaning on the Lord? 



I am leaning on the Lord, 

I am leaning on the Lord. 

I am leaning on the Lord, who died on Calvary. 

Did your soul feel happy when you come out the wilderness, 

come out the wilderness, come out the wilderness? 

Did your soul feel happy when you come out the wilderness,  

leaning on the Lord? 

I am leaning on the Lord, 

I am leaning on the Lord. 

I am leaning on the Lord, who died on Calvary. 
 


