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Section 1: Ministries of Witness 1 

Committee on Accessibility 2 

Rev. Michael Barry, Co-Chair and Rev. Dr. Emily B. Hall, Co-Chair 3 

101. The mission and ministry of the New York Annual Conference Committee on Accessibility is to make each 4 

church within the Conference welcoming and accessible for all those who attend or visit a congregation; to 5 

advocate for all members of the Annual Conference, both clergy and laity, affected by a disability; to 6 

educate local, district, and conference leadership on matters of accessibility; and to uphold all other 7 

responsibilities and tasks designated to it by The Book of Discipline.  8 

102. The Committee on Accessibility continues to focus their primary work on Mental Health in the Church. The 9 

Committee hopes to utilize their training in “Mental Health First Aid”  to educate and train, the Bishop, the 10 

Cabinet, BOOM, Conference Staff and all clergy as a part of their continuing education as well as to 11 

provide our local churches with the opportunity to learn to be “Mental Health First Aid” Responders.  12 

103. We continue to work with the conference boards and local church to revitalize and redirect the focus of 13 

the Committee toward intense Conference-wide training, individual self-awareness and strategic advocacy 14 

for current and new emerging issues surrounding Disability & the Church. We, as a team, are proud of the 15 

Committee’s past work and efforts, but are looking forward to a much greater committee presence and 16 

awareness throughout our Annual Conference at all Levels.  17 

104. The Committee continues its movement toward bettering itself and becoming a very visible force for 18 

justice within the local churches, the Annual Conference as well as the greater Church. We continue to 19 

work toward being a cherished Conference resource for individuals or churches with questions regarding 20 

architectural, academic, social, or any other form of accessibility 21 

105. Anybody who wishes to be a part of this committee is invited to email Rev. Dr. Emily B. Hall @ 22 

emily.hall@Nyac-umc.com or Rev. Michael Barry @ Michael.barry@nyac-umc.com. Although we are 23 

currently focused on the Mental Health of our churches and our clergy, we are also aware of the ever 24 

changing world that we live in.  The UMC church is a place where ALL of God’s children are welcome, and 25 

so therefore we are also working on ways to work with leadership in order to educate and change church 26 

into actualizing living out the Kingdom of God here on earth with all of God’s children. 27 

Mission u 2022  28 

Rev Dr. Jeffrey L. Hooker, Dean 29 

101. Grace and Peace to you all. It has been my joy to serve as Dean of Mission u these last 3 years. Many 30 

unexpected things happened, but we persevered. Thanks to the hard work and dedication of the Mission u 31 

team,  we had over 171 registered for our all-virtual Mission u in 2021. It was one of our best attended 32 

and most successful events.  33 

102. In my final year as Dean, we will once more offer Mission u strictly virtually July 23 and July 30. Our study 34 

this year is A Biblical Exploration of Luke 13. The cost will remain $20. Registration deadline is July 10. You 35 

can go to https://ny-reg.brtapp.com/2022Missionu to sign up. 36 

United Methodist Men  37 

Benjamin Nelson, President 38 

101. Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 39 
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102 We are actively striving to keep the UMM active and vital in the NYAC. In spite of the woes and concerns 1 

most churches in America are experiencing, we continue to keep the ministry of Jesus Christ alive in men’s 2 

heart. There can be no rejuvenation of the church or the UMM unless we pray, work and worship as one. 3 

103. We are most proud of our weekly prayer and Bible study meetings, (on Zoom) each Sunday from 2-4PM. 4 

These sessions are open to any and all persons who seek added time and support with the Lord during the 5 

pandemic.  This ministry has now expanded to include several nations from the Caribbean, who not only 6 

listen in, but actively participate as prayer partners. The prayer times are also streamed live on Facebook 7 

and YouTube, as well as being recorded for viewing at any time on social media.  8 

104. Though pandemic restrictions may be easing at present, the problems of the world are becoming more 9 

disheartening and the need for continued communal prayer is paramount. We are increasingly 10 

cooperating with our brothers throughout the Northeast Jurisdiction in prayers and programs. An event in 11 

one conference is now open to participants from all conferences. This included a Watch Night service with 12 

the Southeast Jurisdiction as well. Over 90 people celebrated together that night. The UMM of the NEJ are 13 

also donating $1,000 to Ukranian relief. 14 

105. Locally, the NYAC UMM has weekly Accountability meetings that assures  progress is made on any projects 15 

and also make sure that we keep in contact with our brothers in prayer and fellowship. Accountability 16 

meetings are open, frank discussions and can become opinionated. When we realize this, we work 17 

together to make sure we concentrate on our mission. Our virtual retreat in November, 2021, featured 18 

speakers on Spiritual, Domestic and General Medical Health. All proceeds were donated to UMCOR to 19 

assist in Haitian relief efforts.  20 

106. Brother Delbert, President of the Metro district, has taken it upon to himself to go to a different church in 21 

his district each week to speak to clergy, local unit leadership and any man at church, to remind each of 22 

the relevance of the UMM. Brother Paul uploaded a QR code that anyone can scan to get access to related 23 

social media pages. Last month, we began a series of Family Health seminars (on Zoom) in conjunction 24 

with Columbia University’s Irving Cancer Center. We are quite proud that two men from our conference 25 

executive committee who have retired and physically moved out of the jurisdiction, continue to maintain 26 

their roles and work with us and assure the UMM maintains it vitality in the NYAC. 27 

107. Currently, we are promoting a Holy Land trip for early 2023. The Rev. Dr. Laurel Scott has done all the 28 

background and support work with the tour operator. The trip entails an 8 day excursion to the Holy Land 29 

with an optional 5 added days to Egypt. The dates are Feb. 23 – March 2, 2023 for the Holy Land and 30 

March 2 – March 7, 2023 for the extension to Egypt. All are invited; this is not solely for men. 31 

108. It isn’t all Glory, Hallelujah in the UMM. The pandemic has curtailed a boatload of activities and far too 32 

many men have stopped attending church. Local and district UMM units have let their charters lapse and 33 

it is an ongoing struggle to reinvigorate our ageing populace. Currently, we have no representation from 34 

three of our districts on the Executive Committee. Our denominational issues are also quite detrimental to 35 

inspiring men to seeking closer relationships with Christ. 36 

109. Finally, we need to acknowledge that working in partnership with the Bishop, District Superintendents, 37 

local clergy and passionate lay people are all required ingredients if any effort is going to be fruitful and 38 

bring people to Jesus. 39 

110. To God be the Glory! Amen. 40 

United Methodist Women/United Women in Faith  41 

Patricia L. Knebel, President 42 



 

2021 - 2022 Annual Reports — New York Annual Conference | Page 3 

101. “In each annual conference there shall be a conference organization named United Methodist Women, 1 

directly related to the jurisdictional and national organizations of United Methodist Women as well as the 2 

district and local units within the conference, and to promote its work in accordance with the plans, 3 

responsibilities and policies of the United Methodist Women’s national organization.”  (UMW 4 

Constitution) 5 

102. We are women with a Purpose!  "United Methodist Women [now United Women in Faith] shall be a 6 

community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons 7 

through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 8 

through participation in the global ministries of the church." 9 

103. In March 2022 United Methodist Women became United Women in Faith.  As United Women in Faith, we 10 

are a sisterhood acting in faith to tackle the hard work of the world without hesitation.  We believe love in 11 

action can transform the world.  United Women in Faith equips women to organize, educates women to 12 

serve and advocate, and supports ministries serving women, children and youth across the United States 13 

and around the world. 14 

104. During the Conference Year 2021-2022, despite continued limitations caused by COVID restrictions, across 15 

the Conference local units have persevered and found ways to meet together for worship, learning, and 16 

fellowship.  We have continued to find ways to support each other, to be in mission in our communities in 17 

new ways, to learn about and support United Women in Faith mission priorities (Interrupting the School-18 

to-Prison Pipeline and Just Energy 4 All), and to learn new technology skills.  We continued to support 19 

United Women in Faith national and global missions, exceeding our annual pledge of $90,000 in second-20 

mile Pledge to Mission giving and supporting the future of United Women in Faith through third-mile 21 

giving to the Legacy Fund. 22 

105. The Conference UMW 2021 Annual Meeting was held virtually, allowing members from across the 23 

conference to worship together, elect officers, approve a budget and Pledge to Mission for 2022, and 24 

celebrate many of the accomplishments of our local units.  Our guest speaker, Board of Directors 25 

President Ainise Isama’u, reminded us that faith and hope supported our foremothers’ response to Jesus’ 26 

call to go everywhere and serve and that “hope is not a weak thing”.  She encouraged us to open doors to 27 

the next generation of women.  In May 2022 many members participated in the Quadrennial Assembly, 28 

some in person and some virtually, with the theme “Turn It Up!”  A historic Assembly – the first as United 29 

Women in Faith – included worship, learning, officer training, fellowship, celebration, and movement into 30 

the future as United Women in Faith. 31 

106. For the 2020-2024 Quadrennial, Hazel McIntosh was elected from the New York Conference to the United 32 

Women In Faith National Board of Directors.  Gail-Douglas-Boykin was elected as Vice President of the 33 

Northeastern Jurisdiction United Women in Faith. 34 


