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April 2020 

New York Conference 

United Methodist Women 

The Spectrum 
NORTHEASTERN JURISDICTION  
RESCHEDULED TO SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
We are pleased to announce that Northeastern Jurisdic-

tion United Methodist Women Calling u Event has been 

rescheduled for Sept. 18, 2020, through Sept. 

20, 2020.  We are also moving locations to the Hilton 

Baltimore Inner Harbor Hotel at 401 West Pratt Street 

in Baltimore, Maryland.  See page 8 for more details. 
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“I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or 
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”   

Joshua 1:9 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT... 

Dear Sisters, 

 

I am pleased to introduce myself as your newly elected President of the New York Confer-
ence United Methodist Women.  Since January, as our expectations of our world and of 
our busy lives have been turned upside down, your Conference Team has been busy 
working together—by telephone, e-mail, text, and conference call—experimenting with 
new ways to organize for mission.  I rather expect that finding new ways to respond to old 
and new needs may be our new reality.  But, as we were reminded at the 2018 Assembly, 
“In the 21st Century women still need to organize for mission” and we will. 

For 150 years Methodist women have daringly searched out the needs of women, chil-
dren, and youth and boldly stepped out in faith, hope and love to find ways to meet those 
needs.  We have courageously provided education, health care, orphanages, food, pray-
ers, hospitality, and advocacy for needed change—whatever was needed.  As needs 
changed, orphanages morphed into schools and community centers; projects started by 
missionaries began to be led by those previously served; and meeting immediate needs 
led to unreasonable women advocating for long-term change. 

 

In the midst of today’s difficult times, I know you are already checking up on those who 
are homebound (see suggestions from Harriet Jane Olsen: https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/video,) finding ways to get meals to those in need, sewing 
surgical masks for health care workers as well as continuing to make Days for Girls kits, 
praying, advocating and much more.  At the same time, through our mission giving, we 
continue to support 288 national and international projects and partners providing faith, 
hope and love in action for women, children, and youth in 43 countries (see mission 
maps to learn more about our projects: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/maps/
mission-maps. 

 
Many plans of United Methodist Women and the United Methodist Church for 2020 
have already been postponed, cancelled, or will be reimagined.  What other new needs 
will we confront in our near and distant future?  How will we continue to find new ways 
to organize for mission into the future?  United Methodist Women will continue to be 
bold, daring, loving, faithful, giving, awesome, courageous, edgy, and unreasonable.  I 
can’t wait to see what we can do, can you? 

 

Pat Knebel, President 

New York Conference UMW 

pknebel@yahoo.com 

  

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/video
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/video
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/maps/mission-maps
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/maps/mission-maps
about:blank


3 

 

From the Vice President... 
 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compas-
sion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we 
can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from 
God.       2 Corinthians 1:3-4 NIV 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 
In times of trouble we can take refuge in knowing that we have a power source in Jesus who can 
provide us with comfort beyond measure.  Scripture reminds us that we are not to be sole bene-
ficiaries of God’s love and compassion, but we are called to “Pay it Forward.”  During troubling 
times such as these, where social distancing gives way to feelings of isolation, despair and de-
pression, let us remember to share words of encouragement and comfort to others so that they 
too may experience the love and compassion of Jesus Christ.     
 

As the new Vice President of the New York Conference United Methodist Women, I consider 
myself blessed to be working with a great team of women in the program committee.  The Mis-
sion Coordinators are: Ingrid Peters, Membership, Nurture & Outreach; Helena Cooks, Spiritu-
al Growth; Carolyn McNair, Social Action; Marylynn Bates, Communications; and Victoria Ku-
si, Education & Interpretation.  These women, who give so generously of their time and talents 
promoting mission to help women, children and youth, are an inspiration to our conference 
team.   
 

At the onset of 2020 the Program Committee and I hit the ground running planning a year 
filled with United Methodist Women activities and events.  However, if for nothing else, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has taught many of us the true meaning of being flexible and accommo-
dating.   Even at the writing of this first Spectrum edition so much has changed and continues 
to change at the blink of an eye.  At present, the following activities are scheduled:  
 

• Northeastern Jurisdiction United Methodist Women is rescheduled for September 18-
20, 2020.  The new venue is Hilton Baltimore Inner Harbor Hotel (hotel registration is 
not yet available).  Individuals who registered for the April event will have their registra-
tion automatically roll over.  If you cannot attend the event on the new date, registration 
is transferrable to someone else.  More information to follow.   

 

• New York Conference United Methodist Women Annual Meeting is October 24, 2020.  
Long Island East is the host district where Grace Bryant is the district president.  More 
information will be provided as we get closer to the date.    

 

Please rest assured that the health and safety of our members and communities are of the ut-
most importance to us, and we are abiding by rules and regulations set forth to halt the spread 
of the coronavirus.  Therefore, events are subject to change.   
 

Despite the current challenges we are facing, the New York Conference United Methodist Wom-
en are committed to press on and continue to do the work that God has called us to do.   
 

Wishing you continued blessings of good health and safety,  
 
Sharice Easterlin, Vice President 

sharice1209@aol.com 
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God’s Mercy, Peace, and Grace be with us all, 

It goes without saying that we are sailing in stormy weather.  Nevertheless, we  

remain afloat covered by the blood of Jesus.  Over the past few weeks, we have 

seen our world transformed in ways that none of us could ever have imagined 

possible.  The numbers of those who are without has grown by leaps and bounds.  

This is a time for us to reflect on the words of Matthew 14:16b “You give them 

something to eat.”   
 

Our Savior multiplied small amounts when he journeyed on earth and he will 

multiply what we are able to give today.  Whether it be reaching out to each other 

and offering words of hope, shopping for someone who is vulnerable or contrib-

uting financially, your giving is needed now more than ever.  Each of us repre-

sents one but we are still one.  If we each do our part to the glory of God by put-

ting our Faith, Hope, and Love into action, we will relieve the suffering of those 

who are crying out for their basic needs to be met at this time. 

Yours-in-Christ, 
 

Laureen Goodridge-Smith, 

New York Conference, Treasurer 
good2smith@gmail.com 

about:blank
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Greetings Sisters, 

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior! I pray that you are doing well and staying      

inside.  The year 2020 is a new year and a new opportunity for members to serve. As the new 

Chairperson of the Nominations Committee, it is my role to coordinate the committee's work in 

identifying potential leaders and we are actively looking for YOU!  Currently, we have the    

following positions to be filled immediately: 

Secretary 
The secretary will be informed about the program and the total involvement of the conference or-
ganization in order to perform the responsibilities assigned to her and to assist the president. 
 
Secretary of Program Resources 
This leader works with elected leaders of the conference organization and district program re-
source secretaries to manage and keep the membership informed of United Methodist Women-
related resources for the task of fulfilling the Purpose. 
 
At this time, the following positions will be open in 2021: 

Spiritual Growth 
This leader coordinates opportunities for spiritual and theological development as related to mis-
sion. 
 
Committee on Nominations 
Committee on nominations members are responsible for the nomination of all elected leaders of 
the conference organization.  
 

If you are interested in any of these positions, send your completed talent bank to:  

tensie04@verizon.net 

If you would like to recommend someone for any of these positions, please contact any         
conference nominations team member. Committee on Nominations Team Members are: 

 

Class of 2020: Nancy Brown 

Class of 2021: Joan Robinson, Joann McClam 

Class of 2022: Melodye Merola, Hazel McIntosh 

Class of 2023: Hortense Shand, Beverly Kirby 

 

In His Service, 

Hortense Shand 
Chairperson, Committee on Nominations 

mailto:tensie04@verizon.net
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Sisters In Christ, 

Recently our lives have been shaken, altered, and filled with uncertainty secondary to a pan-
demic cause by the COVID -19 virus. It has everyone on edge and has turned communities up-
side down. It has interrupted what is considered a “normal” or “routine” way of life for most of 
us. 
 

Our panic buttons have been pushed to the extreme.  We have raced to different pharmacies 
and discount stores for alcohol, hand sanitizer, disinfectants, and anything else we feel will 
protect us from this virus. In some cases, items were sold out. We have raced to the supermar-
kets to buy insurmountable non-perishable and perishable food items, as well as beverages in 
excess. 
 

Yes, we are to take precautions, observe the news and other forms of media for accurate up-
dates, and be prepared as much as possible. In the midst of all the confusion and concerns we 
have, our minds are wondering and our spirit may not be at it’s best. 
 

Let’s not forget whose we are. God has our lives in his hands. We are his/her children and will 
be taken care of. This COVID-19D IS NOT bigger than our God. We must hold on to our faith 
and continue to trust God. Our Heavenly Father will never leave nor forsake us. 
 

The following activities will strengthen and reassure us, lift our spirits, build our faith, and 
give us hope for the future: 
 

1. Pray without ceasing and read daily Psalms 91 & 121. 
2. Diligently meditate on the word of God. 
3. Share with others God’s blessings via phone, text, or email (keeping our distance). 
4. Meditate while listening to music of your choice. Spectrum TV “SOUNDSCAPES” can be 

found on Ch. 1943 with some life quotes for living. 
5. Read a novel of interest.  

 

Remember Psalm 46: 1-2 
“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, 

though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea.”  
 

BLESSINGS! 
 

Helena Cooks, Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
 

ms.jane1c@yahoo.com 
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-with annotations for COVID-19 

Stay at home folks! 

Support the ministries of mercy! 

Your home is your sanctuary now — your refuge. 
God is there. Grace is prevenient. 

We will gather together again. Be patient. 
 

*used with permission 
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Dear Calling u Participants,  
 

We are pleased to announce that Northeastern Jurisdiction United Methodist Women Calling u Event 
has been rescheduled for Sept. 18, 2020, through Sept. 20, 2020. We are moving locations to the 
Hilton Baltimore Inner Harbor Hotel at 401 West Pratt Street. We are happy to share that this new 
hotel partner is able to offer guest room rates of $119 per night for double/doubles.  
 

Hotel reservations: No action needed at this time.  
• The Baltimore Marriott Waterfront Hotel has already cancelled all reservations made at the Call-

ing u group rate. You do not need to personally call this hotel to cancel your reservation unless 
you booked at something other than the group rate/outside our room block. However, if you 
booked hotel rooms at other hotels, we recommend you cancel. Hotels should be offering full   
refunds at this time.  

• New group rate reservations are not available at this time. We will let you know as soon as 
the room block is available; do not call the new hotel yet.  

 

We thank you again for your patience as we try to care for all our members across the country. Below 
are answers to other questions you might have at this time.  
 

Why are jurisdiction teams rescheduling these events?  
Presidents met and decided that bringing United Methodist Women leader members together in this time 
in The United Methodist Church and after the COVID-19 global health crisis was critically important for 
our women to feel unified and connected nationally and across jurisdictions. We remain unified as bold, 
Christian women putting faith, hope and love into action for women, children and youth!  
 

What happens to my jurisdiction event registration?  
Your current United Methodist Women jurisdiction event registrations will automatically roll over to the 
new event dates. If you cannot attend the new date, you can transfer your registration to someone else. 
We recommend you offer this as a scholarship to a new woman whom you feel would greatly benefit 
from our deep, rich worship and spiritual growth experiences, our cutting-edge workshops, our riveting 
speakers and the chance to be with other bold, Christian women leaders. In future communications we 
will explain how to transfer your registration.  
 

Why is it not possible to offer a refund to our event registration?  
Please know we are working diligently to keep United Methodist Women jurisdictions and national office 
from owing hundreds of thousands of dollars in cancellation fees to the hotels. For some hotels, this is a 
full 80 percent of what we promised. This is a critical piece of this puzzle and how the hotel industry 
works. This is one of the many reasons we cannot offer refunds but only transfer options. We are deeply 
sorry that this is the case and hope you understand during this difficult time for all of our communities.  
 

Are you monitoring the health crisis?  
We are in continuous contact with the national office events department as we continue to address new 
information coming from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and official health experts, 
and we are following governmental safety regulations. If additional guidance is issued impacting the   
rescheduled event, you will be notified in a timely fashion and in accordance with our contract with the 
hotel.  
 

Thank you again for your patience and calm during this complex situation. The primary concern for  
United Methodist Women is that all United Methodist Women members and their families and friends 
and all peoples remain safe and healthy.  
 

Your Jurisdiction Team  

Update from the NEJ UMW 
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Greetings my UMW sisters, 

In this difficult time of Social Distancing, I am praying for calmness as we navigate 

through our days. If you are like me, your feelings are all over the place. I can go from 

being hopeful after my prayer time to becoming anxious when I hear of someone being 

affected by COVID 19. I had to stop listening to all the ‘experts’ and find ways to keep 

my mind directed elsewhere.  

Reaching out to others by phone, text, email, prayer conference calls, Facebook, Zoom, 

etc., can bring some normalcy into our lives. 

I am coming to remind you that the UMW 2019 Census deadline has been moved to 

April 30, 2020. Please know that the National Office uses the information on the     

Census to keep track of membership and to better serve all members of the organiza-

tion. 

For those units that have already filled out the Census, thank you for taking the time to 

do so. For those of you who have not had a chance, you can do so by going to UMW 

website: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org and click on ‘Census 2019’ to enter the   

needed information. 

As we continue to hold on to the promises of God to see us through, let us continue to 

reach out to each other during this time that we are physically apart. 

Peace and blessings to you and your families. 
 

Ingrid Peters 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach Coordinator 

about:blank
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Tell Your Governor: 

Protect Incarcerated People  

from COVID-19! 

 

"Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together 
with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you  

yourselves were suffering."   (Hebrews 13:3, NIV) 

 

People who are incarcerated in jails, prisons, immigration detention cen-
ters and juvenile justice facilities are at heightened risk from the novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19). Many of those incarcerated do not pose a risk 
to public safety and yet would be, themselves, quite medically vulnera-
ble to a COVID-19 outbreak. 

 

Join United Methodist Women in calling on governors to take appropri-
ate and swift action to reduce the number of incarcerated people, priori-
tizing the immediate release of people who are elderly, immunocompro-
mised, sick or pregnant.  

 

Click here to take action today. 

 

If you have trouble with the link above, copy and paste this address into 
your browser: https://p2a.co/Jvxf2cE 

http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=Ox7-dZjvSRF_E3RjRTufwg
http://umw.convio.net/site/R?i=b938LyBdONzr159SJw2SiQ
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Mission u 

Formerly Cooperative School of Christian Mission 

 

Greetings, 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Mission u, scheduled for July 

24th—26th, 2020 at the Hilton Stamford Hotel has been     

cancelled.  On behalf of the Mission u Team, I thank you for 

understanding and ask that you pray for one another and stay 

safe during this time. 

 

See you all in 2021! 

 

Rev. Jeffrey Hooker, Dean 

New York Conference 
The United Methodist Church 
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WAYS TO GIVE 

Pledges: Pledges to the Legacy 
Fund Endowment Campaign 
may be fulfilled over a period of 
time (e.g. three to five years). 
Pledges enable the donor to 
contribute a larger gift than 
would be possible to make in 
any one year. Contact Develop-
ment staff for information. 

Text to Give: Text "41444" on 
your cell phone and enter 
"Legacy 150" in the message 
area. 

Give by Mail: Those who wish 
to make an outright gift to the 
Legacy Fund Endowment Cam-
paign should make checks paya-
ble to United Methodist Wom-
en. Please note “Legacy Fund 
Endowment Campaign” in the 
memo line. Such gifts are tax 
deductible to the full extent pro-
vided by law. 

On-Line: Direct gifts or pledge 

payments may be made through 

the United Methodist Women 

website. Visit 

www.unitedmethodistwomen.or

g/legacyfund to make a secure 

credit card payment. 

 

 

LEGACY FUND 

MONTH OF GIVING 
MARCH 23, 2020—APRIL 23, 2020 

Greetings Sisters, 

All of you are in my thoughts and prayers during this    
difficult time.  

We recently celebrated our 151st birthday and annual 
Day of Giving for the Legacy Fund Endowment Cam-
paign and I want to thank all of you who were able to 
give! 

Especially in these times, the work of United Methodist 
Women is important.  COVID-19 has already impacted 
the populations where we are a resource, those who we 
advocate for , and where we are a source of healing and 
hope.  A gift to the Legacy Fund ensures that our work 
continues when global circumstances have a profound 
impact on the communities we serve. 

March 23rd recognizes the efforts of United Methodist 
Women who over the last 151st years, pushed through 
difficulties. For these reason, the Day of Giving has been 
extended until April 23rd, 2020 with all payments due 
by April 30, 2020.  

Thank you and be safe! 

 

Shanae Als 

shanaea08@yahoo.com  

mailto:shanaea08@yahoo.com
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The following resources are intended to assist United Methodist Women members 

in the ultimate goal of joining in God’s mission by organizing for mission in new 

ways.  Some of these tools are free or offer free plans and some have a cost         

associated with use. 

FreeConferenceCall.com (www.freeconferencecall.com) 

The most recognized conferencing brand in the world with service offerings that 

include unlimited high-quality HD audio conferencing, screen sharing, video con-

ferencing, audio and visual recordings, customized greetings, security features and 

calendar integrations.  

Use this for telephone and video conferences. You can share screens to increase 

meeting retention and engagement and will save travel and printing costs! 

Doodle (www.doodle.com) 

Doodle simplifies the process of scheduling events, whether they are leadership 

team or committee meetings, special events, or anything else. If you need to have a 

meeting and need everyone to respond in one place, this is your best resource. 

Members can respond with their availability and inform the best options for your 

meeting or event date.  

Facebook (www.facebook.com) 

Is a social networking tool that allows you to create a personalized webpage for 

your unit/circle. The page, which is visible to the public can generate interest from 

potential members, be helpful in branding, and be a marketing tool for events or 

programs. Or the Facebook page can be set up to be visible only to members invit-

ed to join the page. 

Google Suite (www.gsuite.google.com)  

This office suite offers practically everything an online organization or individual 

may need. With Gmail, Docs, Drive, and Calendar for business and more. 

Gotomeeting/Gototraining (www.gotomeeting.com, www.gototraining.com)  

Provides online meeting and training space for participant to easily access. The 

software is accessed by members with a sign-on link and optional call-in number. 

Zoom (www. zoom.us) 

With HD video conferencing, screen sharing from desktop or mobile, recording 

features, and the ability to choose full screen or gallery views for video streams (or 

choose different views for multiple monitors), Zoom is quickly emerging as one of 

the top video meeting apps available. 

Organizing for Mission Virtually  
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Terrence L. “Terry” Smith (October 20, 1944 —  August 22, 2019) 

Terry was the widow of Rev. Gene M. Smith.  Terry was a member of the United Methodist 

Women, serving the members of her local district as well as working within the conference. 

Terry represented the New York Conference well as she traveled to many national assem-

blies.  A previously scheduled memorial for Terry has been postponed due to COVID-19. 

 

Rev. Sherrie Dobbs Johnson (August 1, 1948 — March 27, 2020) 

Rev. Johnson was the wife of Bishop Alfred Johnson. She also served as Managing Editor for    

General Board of Global Ministries (now United Methodist Women’s) response magazine 

from 1981-1991.  An ordained elder in the Greater New Jersey Annual Conference, Rev.    

Johnson served local churches in New Jersey, Brooklyn, NY and New York, NY.   

 

Rev. James P. Veatch, Jr. (January 17, 1936 — March 28, 2020) 

Rev. Veatch served as pastor of many churches across the New York Conference and he along 

with his wife, Laura, were regular attendees of Mission u, (formerly the Cooperative School of 

Christian Mission).  Rev. Veatch also served on the Mission u planning team for many years. 

Let us remember the life and ministry of Rev. James P. Veatch, Jr.  Expressions of sympathy 

can be sent to Laura Veatch at 204-15 Foothill Ave., Apt A-44, Hollis, NY 11423.  

 

Sylvia Coakley Matthew (January 14, 1931 — March 28, 2020) 

Sylvia was a member of Union United Methodist Church in Brooklyn, NY where she was a 

faithful and dedicated member, serving as Sunday School teacher until her passing.  She 

served on the UMW Conference Team as Spiritual Growth and was President of the former 

Metropolitan-South District UMW.  Many may remember Sylvia for hosting “Syl’s Soiree,” the 

Cooperative School of Christian Mission afterparty . Sylvia was also a member of the Long Is-

land West District UMW Executive Advisory Committee and Delta Sigma Theta, Inc.  She was 

from Nassau, Bahamas. 
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New York Conference 

United Methodist Women 
 

 

Saturday, October 24th, 2020 
 

Host: Long Island East District 
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Quarterly Spectrum Deadlines: 

June 15th 

September 15th 

December 15th 

Send your submission as a Word Document to: 

mbates07@aol.com  

with the Subject: Spectrum 

 

Marylynn Bates 
Communications Coordinator 
mbates07@aol.com 
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Join us for  

Conference UMW Prayer Time 

Every Monday at 6:40 am 
 

Dial: 712-770-4010 

Access Code: 986584# 

 

 

The National Office hosts “Faith Talks” monthly conversations with United Methodist Women 
that explores themes and resources that empower us to put faith, hope and love into action. 
Hosted by Jennifer R Farmer of Spotlight PR, these conversation are held on Thursdays of 

each month from 2pm – 3pm and 6pm – 7pm.  For more information visit: 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks 

 

Next Scheduled Faith Talk 

Thursday, May 14 at 2:00 pm ET: Faith Talks: Caring for the Body with Ghylian Bell - register now 

Thursday, May 21 at 6:00 pm ET: Faith Talks: Emotion and Anxiety with Trudy Rankin  - register now 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pzOwzhvPRgmJsfRJnVy2cw
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_jCOohC9VQW6YJ4nF_TvxNw

