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Thank you for giving me the opportunity to be a part of this service today. We 

designed this day as a way for us to enable our Pastors to take a respite. We know 

that there's been an unusual amount of pressures put on our Pastors given the 

COVID pandemic and we felt that it was important to give them a break.  

  

So this service and this sermon, is that opportunity for us to find a way to give 

them that rest that they need. They’ve kind of been through it, and I know you 

have too. These are difficult and challenging days, so I just wanted to thank you 

again for giving me the opportunity to speak in your church today. And to give me 

the chance to say that even as I'm trying to work with our pastors they give them a 

needed break, I'm also praying for you and hoping that we can find our way 

through these days of uncertainty with renewed hope and joy as we look ahead.  

  

I have two scriptures I'd share with you today. The first is from 2 Kings Chapter 2 

verses 1 and then 6-14.  

  



“When the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and 

Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Then Elijah said to him “Stay here; the Lord 

has sent me to the Jordan.” And Elisha replied “As surely as the Lord lives and as 

you live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them walked on. Fifty men from the 

company of the prophets went and stood at the distance, facing the place where 

Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and 

struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two 

of them crossed over on dry ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, 

“Tell me, what can I do for you before I am taken from you?” Elisha replied “Let 

me inherit the double portion of your spirit.”  “You have asked a difficult thing,” 

Elijah said, “yet if you see me when I am taken from you it will be yours— 

otherwise it will not.”  

  

As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and 

horses of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to 

heaven in a whirlwind.  And Elisha saw this and cried out “My father! My father! 

The chariots and the horsemen of Israel!” And Elisha saw him no more. Then he 

took hold of his garment and tore it in two. Elisha then picked up Elijah’s cloak 

that had fallen from him and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. He 

took the cloak that had fallen from Elijah and struck the water with it. “Where now 



is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” he asked. When he struck the water, it divided to 

the right and to the left, and Elisha crossed over.  

  

The second passage is from the gospel of Luke,  Chapter 10, verses 25-37.  “Just 

then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “What must I do to inherit 

eternal life? He said to him “What is written in the Law? What do you read there?” 

He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all 

your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as 

yourself.  

  

And he said to him “You've given the right answer, do this and you will live.” 

Wanting to justify himself he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus 

replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and he fell into the 

hands of robbers who stripped him, beat him and went away leaving him half dead. 

Now by chance a priest was going down that road and when he saw him he passed 

by on the other side. So likewise a Levite when he came to the place and saw him 

passed by on the other side.  

  

But a Samaritan,  while traveling, came near him. And when he saw him he was 

moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured oil and 



wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took 

care of him.  

The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said “Take 

care of him and when I come back I will repay you for whatever more you spend. 

And then Jesus said, “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man 

who fell into the hands of the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him 

mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” This is the word of God, for 

the people of God. Thanks be to God.  

 

So, here’s the scenario – perhaps a vision of a pre-Covid world that I can once 

again conjure up in your mind: You go to a restaurant.  You order steak, well done, 

baked potato, salad with Italian dressing and unsweetened iced tea.  After a while 

your waitress returns.  She places ice water in front of you, your salad, and a little 

container of French dressing.  You notice that you don’t have Italian dressing but 

French instead.  Well, no one is perfect.  I don’t mind French, that will be a nice 

shift.  I think I’ll eat that. 

  

In a little while, your main course comes.  Boy, it looks really good!  But then 

reality sinks in.  Blood is oozing from your well-done steak and you’ve got French 

Fries instead of a baked potato. 



 

“Waitress.  Uh, excuse me.  I think I ordered my steak well-done with a baked 

potato.” “I don’t think you did,” she says. “I’m sure I did,” you reply.  “Can you 

take it back?” “Well, I suppose so,” she says, and she walks away rolling her eyes. 

Or, you go to a store to buy a new set of tires.  You get the guarantee, the warranty, 

and the receipt for your purchase.  You notice from the guy’s name tag that his 

name is John.  Three weeks later while driving to work your left front tire blows 

out for no reason.  You take your car over to the tire place and the first thing John 

says to you is, “Have you got your warranty and the receipt?”   

 

“Well, no I don’t, it’s at home.  My blowout happened this morning on the way to 

work.” John points at the sign on the wall and says, “All returns must be 

accompanied by a receipt.” And you say, “But John, don’t you remember me?  I 

was just in here.  Can’t you look it up on your computer?” “Listen Buddy, can’t 

you see we’re busy in here?  How can I remember every face?  Bring me the 

receipt and we’ll deal with it!” 

  

You know, these are not isolated stories these days.  Have you noticed?  People are 

pretty snarly, they’re on edge these days—short-tempered, impatient, critical of 

everything. When times get tough, many people dive inward.  “I have to take care 



of myself.”  And before you know it, we are so focused on “ME” that we have 

forgotten about “WE.” When was the last time you heard someone say, “What may 

I do for you?” and really mean it.  When was the last time you said the same thing? 

What may I do for you? 

  

In the Old Testament lesson that was read just a few minutes ago, there is this 

amazing story of the prophet Elijah.  He was the “Head” leader of the day.  The 

Big Cheese.  The Chairperson of the Board.  The Majority Leader.  He was the 

most looked to person for a Prophetic Voice of his day.   

  

There was no doubt that throughout the land that this was the authoritative 

representative of Almighty God.  This was a man of God. This was a worker of 

miracles.  He was the kind of person that when he came into your presence you 

would leave with your mouth open in amazement at what he could do and how 

much he could effectively relay God’s word to you. 

  

This was undeniably a man of God. 

  



One day, this powerful person of God took his understudy, his assistant, Elisha on 

a walk.   Elijah was fully aware that his time had come, that this would be his last 

walk with the one who would carry on his tradition. 

  

Elisha looked up to this man.  Elijah was his mentor, the one he looked to for 

strength and guidance, for the right words and the right actions.  He wouldn’t  

move or say or do anything without the direction of Elijah. Elisha would do 

ANYTHING – ANYTHING for Elijah. 

 

Now, keep in mind that Elijah was God’s representative.  The Big Cheese, the 

Head Spokesperson for the Almighty.  So, there’s this big meeting along the 

Jordan River.  Elisha goes with him and there are fifty people there who are hoping 

to hear GREAT things, marvelous teachings, and unbelievable miracles from the 

great prophet.  They are clinging to this guy’s every word and none more than 

Elisha. 

  

But on THAT day, in THAT moment, the Big Cheese looked at the understudy and 

said,  “What may I do for YOU?” 

  



“Come again, Elijah—I don’t think I understood you. What did you say?” “What 

may I do for YOU before I am taken away from you?” 

  

“Oh Elijah, you’ve gotta be mistaken.  I should be the one saying those words to 

YOU for YOU are so great and I am nothing.” 

  

“No, Elisha, my day has come and passed and you are now the one to carry on the 

work.  I want to see to it that you carry the word.  My son, . . . what may I do for 

YOU.” 

  

“Oh, Elijah, I want to be just like you.” 

  

And Elijah said, “Elisha, if it be God’s will and you see me caught up in the 

whirlwind into heaven, then you will know that your wish has been granted.” 

  

And you know what? Scripture says that Elisha saw it.  On that day, the Big 

Prophet showed his true colors.  On that day, Elijah was a servant to all. 

  

There was another day, a day when Jesus told a parable in response to someone 

asking him how he could inherit eternal life. 



  

And Jesus told a story, a parable, about a dangerous road from Jerusalem to 

Jericho.  Less than 20 miles long, yet the road dropped from 2300 ft above sea 

level to 1300 ft below sea level.  It was a happy hunting ground for murderers and 

robbers.  It had a long history-- so much so that when the Psalmist wrote the 23rd 

Psalm, he referred to a certain place on that road – “yea, though I walk through the 

valley of the shadow of death.”  There was such a place on that very road. 

  

On that day,  Jesus said a man was beaten up on that road and robbed and left by 

the wayside of that road to die.  Along came a priest, a great man who saves souls.  

He looked at the man, made an excuse, and passed by.  Along came a Levite, a 

good man.  He looked at the beaten soul, made an excuse, and passed by. 

  

Finally, along came a Samaritan, a person, a race detested , a race despised by the 

people of that region.  The most detested, despised individual of that day looked at 

the man lying on the side of the road—and helped him. 

  

He and he alone was prepared and willing to sacrifice himself and help. On that 

day he simply said, “What may I do for you?” 

  



On that day, the small, lonely, despised man showed his true colors.  On that day, 

he was a servant to all. 

  

You know, in the most amazing fashion, our Bible illustrates to us the fact that 

both the highly esteemed to the lowly despised are all called to do the very same 

thing ; from the high, to the low, everyone is called to be a follower of God and a 

servant to all.   

  

The Bible illustrates that sometimes, often times, the most unlikely candidates for 

servanthood will be the ones that are actually called upon and led to act. 

  

I think of former President Jimmy Carter who has spent most of his former 

presidency working on homes for “Habitat for Humanity.”  Who would have 

expected that? 

  

I think of my own father, dealt with the blow of breaking his neck, losing the use 

of his hands, getting COVID, quarantined from his family, falling and getting a 

concussion, having his kidney dialysis at one point fail, this very man, saying to 

me, his son, “I consider myself to be really blessed when I have a daily opportunity 



to witness to the staff of my rehab center the love of God in my life, I feel like I’m 

the most blessed person around.” 

  

And, as a result, given all that we are facing, the COVID outbreak, the economic 

downturn, the racial unrest, the uncertainty about the future of the church, the 

issues that we are called to speak out about and address, who would reasonably 

expect people like US to lower ourselves and help someone in need? We’ve got a 

lot going on. Who would expect us to lower ourselves and help someone in need? 

  

Well I have an answer for you, Jesus would.  Jesus would expect that very thing 

from us because Christ calls us to the love of God in our hearts. 

  

 Jesus says, “You ask, who is my neighbor?  How far does that responsibility go?  

And I will tell you.  Your neighbor is a person who needs help even if she brought 

the trouble on herself.  Your neighbor is the desirable AND the undesirable, the 

one you like AND the one you dislike the one with whom you agree AND the one 

with whom you disagree.” 

  

To put it simply, your neighbor is anyone and everyone. 

  



But how is that possible?  Isn’t that a “pie in the sky” idealism?  Sure it is! But the 

gospel of Jesus Christ, the way, the truth, and the life he taught and lived and the 

way in which we, in turn are called to live, IS pie in the sky idealism for many 

people.  It’s perceived as being out of touch, irrelevant, and unachievable. 

  

How can love be a requirement when we seem to be in such chaos?  How can we 

be spontaneous and voluntary in our life if everything is so constrained and 

scripted?  How can we reach a point of desiring and caring for the wellbeing of all 

when some of those “all” have no regard or respect for us? 

  

I personally believe that it is only possible with an inner transformation of your 

heart.  It starts with a conviction, a conversion of heart and soul, and an inner 

attitude that you and I WILL be different.  You see, it starts right here. 

 Love moves in three clear directions: 

o   From God to us. 

o   From Us to God. 

o   And from Us to Others in the name of God. 

  

We love because God first loved us.  We love others because it’s a reflection of 

God loving us.  No human being on the face of the earth is beyond the range of 



love because no human being is outside of God’s love.  I know, that’s a hard 

concept to embrace because our love is limited, we’re human. But you need to be 

reminded even as I remind myself God’s love is NEVER limited. 

  

So, think about one who suffers.  Put yourself in their place.  Imagine their pain.  

How wonderful would it be to have someone say to you, “How may I help you 

today?” 

  

There once was a pastor who was puzzled by a shabby old man who would come 

into her church every day and almost as soon as he arrived he would leave. 

  

One day, the pastor confronted the man.  “What are you doing when you come into 

our church and almost immediately leave?” 

  

And the man said “I pray.” 

  

“Come on, really?” 

  

“Yeah,” the man said, “I just go into church and say, ‘Jesus, it’s Jim.’  It’s just a 

little prayer but I figure God hears me.” 



  

Well you know, as things turned out, Jim got sick and had to go to the hospital.  

There, Jim made all of the grumbly patients happy.  Laughter filled the hallways.  

The supervising nurse said, “They all say you are always cheerful.” 

  

Jim’s reply was, “Yes I am.  You see, I can’t help but be cheerful.  It’s because of 

my visitor.” 

 

The nurse was puzzled.  She knew that Jim NEVER had any visitors.  His room 

was always empty. 

  

So the nurse said, “ Jim, when does the visitor come?” 

  

And Jim said, “Oh, he shows up every day at noon.  He comes and stands by my 

bed, just stays for a few seconds.  I see him, he smiles and says, “Jim. It’s Jesus.” 

  

That’s it. That’s all it takes, really.  A conscious awareness that you are in the 

presence of God.  A reality check that the partnership between you and the 

Almighty is a source of strength, inspiration, and guidance on a road that often 

feels like the valley of the shadow of death. 



  

You see, it may be very elementary to some, but I know in my heart and I long for 

you to know in yours, that Jesus just very simply says to us today, “What may I do 

for you?” 

  

It may just sound crazy to you, but the key to servanthood lies in being reminded 

every day that Jesus walks with us and calls us daily to love others just as Jesus 

loves you. 

  

There’s no doubt, times are tough.  This has been a really difficult period of time. 

Issues are real. Oppressions are great.  Illness is debilitating.  Uncertainty drives us 

crazy. But can you see at all today how very blessed you are?  How very blessed 

we are?  For everything working against us, there is one who is always working for 

us.   For everything that is an obstacle, I believe there’s a subsequent opportunity. 

  

A young man once complained to his pastor about the state of the world.  He ended 

up by saying, “I wish I could make a better world myself.”  The pastor looked at 

him and replied, “That’s exactly what God wants you to do.” 

  



Oh God, open my eyes that I may see you more clearly.  Open my ears that I may 

hear you in my midst.  And open my heart that I may love others as you love me. 

  

You see, it’s as simple as this:  What may I do for you? 

  

May it be so. 

  

Amen. 

  

 


