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Section 1: Ministries of Witness 1 

Commission on Accessibility 2 

Rev. Dr. Emily B. Hall, Co-Chair and Rev. Michael Barry, Co-Chair 3 

101. The mission and ministry of the New York Annual Conference Committee on Accessibility is to make each 4 

church within the Conference welcoming and accessible for all those who attend or visit a congregation; to 5 

advocate for all members of the Annual Conference, both clergy and laity, affected by a disability; to 6 

educate local, district, and conference leadership on matters of accessibility; and to uphold all other 7 

responsibilities and tasks designated to it by The Book of Discipline.  8 

102. The Committee on Accessibility continues to focus their primary work on Mental Health in the Church. The 9 

Committee hopes to utilize their training in “Mental Health First Aid”  to educate and train, the Bishop, the 10 

Cabinet, BOOM, Conference Staff and all clergy as a part of their continuing education as well as to 11 

provide our local churches with the opportunity to learn to be “Mental Health First Aid” Responders.  12 

103. We continue to work with the conference boards and local church to revitalize and redirect the focus of 13 

the Committee toward intense Conference-wide training, individual self-awareness and strategic advocacy 14 

for current and new emerging issues surrounding Disability & the Church. We, as a team, are proud of the 15 

Committee’s past work and efforts, but are looking forward to a much greater committee presence and 16 

awareness throughout our Annual Conference at all Levels.  17 

104. The Committee continues its movement toward bettering itself and becoming a very visible force for 18 

justice within the local churches, the Annual Conference as well as the greater Church. We continue to 19 

work toward being a cherished Conference resource for individuals or churches with questions regarding 20 

architectural, academic, social, or any other form of accessibility 21 

Committee on Native American Ministries (CONAM) 22 

Myrna Clinton and Elaine Winward, Co-Chairs 23 

101. One meeting was held by CONAM during the Conference year on May 5, 2021, with  spontaneous and 24 

planned contact conversations maintained between Committee members throughout the year.  25 

102. The pandemic interrupted planned funding support by CONAM for the Camp Quinipet/Shinnecock 2020 26 

summer camp and fall retreat program. Now that camps across the region are opening up, a one week 27 

Quinipet/Shinnecock camp, which CONAM underwrites, will be held this upcoming summer.  28 

103. In April an invitation to support the  Native American Ministry Sunday offering was submitted to the 29 

churches of the Annual Conference.  This offering invited contributions for Native American Scholarships 30 

for persons who attend schools of theology.  One half of the offering is retained by the New York Annual 31 

Conference for the CONAM. 32 

104. Our Conference CONAM is a regular participant in the Northeast Jurisdiction CONAM. Annual meetings are 33 

held in one of the 10 participating Annual Conferences.  Due to the pandemic, our representatives 34 

participated this past October in the Jurisdiction meeting via ZOOM. In between meetings there is 35 

abundant sharing by Jurisdiction members regarding Indigenous Peoples. With this in mind we possess 36 

within our homes the comprehensive National Geographic “Atlas of Indian Nations” by Anton Treuer. This 37 

resource will hold us to a path of information, which the Atlas provides in detail.  It will enrich our 38 

conversation.  39 



105. Additionally, the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian provides in its Spring magazine an 1 

extensive  presentation “Exploring Native New York.” This is important to our CONAM and our 2 

Conference. Articles include: “An Island Divided”- The Shinnecock Nation in  the Hamptons; “True Native 3 

New Yorkers” – a witness to the American Indian Community House in New York City,  and  The Safe 4 

Harbors Indigenous Collective, both of which our CONAM has provided support. It should be noted also, 5 

that members from both of these programs have provided personal involvement in our New York Annual 6 

Conference programs. CONAM encourages local churches to visit the exhibition at the National Museum 7 

of the American Indian in New York City.  The Spring magazine is a forecast of the interactive exhibit. 8 

106. Members of CONAM are: Elaine and Dan Winward, North Salem, NY; Myrna and Walter Clinton, West 9 

Haven, CT; Nancy Kenworthy, Norwalk, CT; Patty Richardson, Pawling, NY; Claris Skerritt, Mount Vernon, 10 

NY; Holly Haile Davis, Shinnecock Consultant, Southampton, NY; Carol and  Douglas Osgood, Shelton, CT. 11 

Mission u 12 

Rev. Jeffrey Hooker, Dean 13 

101. Mission u 2020 was not held due to the pandemic impeding on study leader certification training.  14 

102. Mission u 2021 will be held virtually on July 24th and July 31st respectively via Zoom.  15 

103. The adult mission studies this year will be “Finding Peace in an Anxious World” to be taught in English and 16 

Spanish; “Bearing Witness to the Kin-Dom” to be taught in English and Korean; and “Pushout: The 17 

Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools”. The youth/young adult study available to high school and early 18 

college students will be “Becoming Peacemakers in a Culture of Violence”. Keeping in sync with the UMW 19 

National Office, the theme of Mission u will be “There’s Far More Here than Meets the Eye”. 20 

United Methodists Men  21 

Benjamin Nelson, President 22 

101. Grace and peace from God the Father, and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 23 

102. January 2020, The New York Annual Conference United Methodist Men began the year with a 24 

conversation on reviewing the Boys and Girls Scouting operations in our conference. We were pleased to 25 

have Scouting Councils from around New York and Connecticut areas join us for a great discussion. With 26 

the support from Stephen Schied, Director of Scouting Operations from the General Commission on 27 

United Methodist Men in Nashville, TN and the Scouts coach, Ms. Amy Hutcherson from Houston, Texas, 28 

the conversation was very helpful and all the participants actively took part in the discussion. 29 

103. March 2020, The Conference President, Benjamin Nelson, and the Conference Prayer Advocate, Jamie 30 

Novesteras traveled to Nashville, TN for the National Association of Conference Presidents and Prayer 31 

Advocates. There were several training events and resources provided by the General Commission to 32 

assist men in their efforts to build effective men’s ministry’s. During our visit to this great event, 33 

Conference President Benjamin Nelson was elected to the National Foundation as 2nd Vice President of the 34 

National Association and the Northeastern Jurisdiction as Chairperson of the UMM. 35 

104. In March 2020, the United Methodist Men scheduled multiple events for the year; however we were all 36 

struck by this awful pandemic and from that moment on all events had to be postponed until further 37 

notice. 38 

105. However, the New York Annual Conference was given a blessing from which God, and ZOOM technology, 39 

enabled us to create The Power of Prayer. With the leadership of Prayer Advocate, Brother Jaime 40 
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Novesteras and his committee, the Power of Prayer has been an opportunity to pray for all of our brothers 1 

and sisters who have struggled through this pandemic and all the various challenges we are travelling 2 

through. 3 

106. In November 2020, the New York Annual Conference United Methodist Men held its annual conference 4 

and during the conference an election was held to elect a new executive committee. However, due to the 5 

pandemic, all candidates were elected to serve one year, with the hope that this pandemic will come to an 6 

end soon. 7 

107. During the year 2020, the United Methodist Men met some challenges; Charter and EMS have struggled, 8 

and the UMM is working to revise each operation. 9 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN:  Faith, Hope, Love in Action 10 

Patricia L. Knebel, President 11 

101. “In each annual conference there shall be a conference organization named United Methodist Women, 12 

directly related to the jurisdictional and national organizations of United Methodist Women as well as the 13 

district and local units within the conference, and to promote its work in accordance with the plans, 14 

responsibilities and policies of the United Methodist Women’s national organization.”  (UMW 15 

Constitution) 16 

102. We are women with a Purpose!  "United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose 17 

purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a 18 

creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global 19 

ministries of the church." 20 

103. United Methodist Women is in its 152nd year of service to women, children, and youth down the block 21 

and around the world.  UMW is the largest denominational faith-based organization for women.  It puts 22 

faith, hope, and love into action through a comprehensive program of spiritual growth, education for 23 

transformation, opportunities for service and advocacy, and mission work with women, children, and 24 

youth nationally and globally. 25 

104. During the Conference Year 2020-2021, although some United Methodist Women local units with limited 26 

access to technology struggled to find ways to be together, many units have persevered and found ways 27 

to meet together for worship, learning, and fellowship by telephone, virtually, or in chairs in the parking 28 

lot.  We have continued to find ways to support each other, be in mission in our communities in new ways, 29 

learn about and support UMW mission priorities (Interrupting the School-to-Prison Pipeline and Just 30 

Energy 4 All), and learn new technology skills.  We have continued to support United Methodist Women 31 

national and global ministries with over $120,000 in second-mile Pledge to Mission giving and to support 32 

the future of United Methodist Women through third-mile giving to the Legacy Fund. 33 

105. The Conference UMW 2020 Annual Meeting was held virtually, with a record number in attendance, 34 

allowing us to elect officers, approve a budget and Pledge to Mission for 2021, and celebrate together.  35 

Our guest speaker, Sally Vonner, Transformation Officer for the National office of United Methodist 36 

Women, encouraged us by sharing “Mission Possible”.  Most United Methodist Women Conference 37 

officers and District Presidents were able to participate in a virtual national leadership development event 38 

with our counterparts across the country.  Conference United Methodist Women offered a virtual spiritual 39 

growth/social action retreat with a focus on racial justice that was well attended by women from across 40 

the Conference.  We also had several opportunities to share in studies and book groups with United 41 

Methodist Women from several other Conferences. 42 



106. For the 2020-2024 Quadrennial, Hazel McIntosh was elected from the New York Conference to the United 1 

Methodist Women National Board of Directors.  Gail-Douglas-Boykin was elected as Vice President of the 2 

Northeastern Jurisdiction United Methodist Women. 3 


