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Section 3: Ministries of Advocacy 1 

Petition: 2022 AC#301 2 

INTERRUPT THE NARRATIVE 3 

101. WHEREAS, Alicia Garza, cofounder of the Black Lives Matter movement, says that “intersectionality is what 4 

happens when we do everything through the lens of making sure no one is left behind,” and the Council of 5 

Bishops’ statement, “A Narrative for the Continuing United Methodist Church,”1 leaves LGBTQIA persons 6 

behind, and  7 

102. WHEREAS, Bernice King says, “It is divisive to call for unity without working for justice,” and the Council of 8 

Bishops’ Narrative makes an idol of unity by allowing homophobia and transphobia to remain 9 

unchallenged, and  10 

103. WHEREAS, the Council of Bishops’ Narrative rightfully recognizes that the church must be “courageous in 11 

dismantling the powers of racism, tribalism, and colonialism,” and now the Council of Bishops must work 12 

to undo these oppressive systems, and 13 

104. WHEREAS, just as we as Christians must interrogate the overt and subtle ways in which we uphold white 14 

supremacy, patriarchy, and colonialism, we must also interrogate the overt and subtle ways in which we 15 

uphold heterosexism, and   16 

105. WHEREAS, the framework of the Council of Bishops’ Narrative is verbally and spiritually abusive, in that it 17 

only mentions sexual orientation [and fails entirely to mention gender identity] by including “gay and 18 

straight” in a list, along with political parties and theological positions, of examples of “echo chambers,” 19 

and 20 

106. WHEREAS, queer people are people, not a theological or political position; and just as the sacred 21 

personhood of any marginalized group is not up for debate, so also the sacred worth of LGBTQIA persons 22 

is not an issue to be debated, and 23 

107. WHEREAS, Bishop Bickerton rightfully declared in the Council of Bishops’ President’s Remarks, “We ARE 24 

the United Methodist Church, not interested in continuing sexism, racism, homophobia, irrelevancy, and 25 

decline,”2 26 

108. THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the New York Annual Conference call upon the Council of Bishops to 27 

revise “A Narrative for the Continuing United Methodist Church,” so that the statement no longer upholds 28 

homophobia and transphobia, and instead calls United Methodists into the gospel work of intersectional 29 

justice. 30 

109. Signed: Sheila Beckford, Melissa Boyer, Hermon Darden, Vicki Flippin, Tiffany French Goffe, Emily Hall, 31 

Limina Grace Harmon, Bruce Lamb, Lea Matthews, Karen Prudente, Matt Schaeffer, Cathy Schuyler, Althea 32 

Spencer-Miller, Martha E. Vink         33 

                                                             
1https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/a+narrative+for+the+continuing+united+methodist+churc
h...._.pdf 

2 https://www.nyac.com/council-of-bishops-presidential-address 
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