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Let’s Continue Our 
United Methodist 
Women Legacy of 

Mission and Service 
on Day of Giving, 
March 23, 2020! 

• Online at: 
 unitedmethodistwomen.org/150

• By phone: 800-278-7771 
(8 am - 6 pm EST, Monday - Friday).

• Text: 41444 and enter Legacy150  
 in the message area.

• By check to: 
United Methodist Women 

 Attn: Development, Legacy Fund  
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor  
New  York,  NY 10115

 Write “Day of Giving”  
in the memo section.

• On Day of Giving—March 23, 2020— 
Let us honor our foremothers by giving to 
the Legacy Fund to ensure United Methodist 
Women can continue serving women,  
children and youth around the world for 
the next 150 years. Generous donors have 
already committed to matching a portion of 
our gifts received on Day of Giving.  
Together, we are building our legacy!

WAYS TO GIVE:



New York Conference United Methodist Women 

 

 
Legacy Fund Report 
March 1, 2020 

The New York Conference Legacy Fund Goal is: 

$80,000.001 
 

We are at 180.62% of our goal. 

 

As of December 31st, 2019, 

Our 2019 conference-wide 
(traceable) payments received: 

$56,016.60 

Our cumulative (traceable) legacy 
giving since inception is: 

$144,497.08 
 

The 2019 Conference Day of Giving Total was: 

$13,764.16 
Note: This balance includes the 2019 Day of Giving matching. 

 
 

Jurisdiction Standing 
 

We are currently #2 of the 10 conferences in the Jurisdiction 

 
1 Total by December 31, 2020. 



 

Legacy Fund 
Day of Giving: Monday, March 23, 2020 

Greetings Sisters, 

This year, United Methodist Women celebrates our 151st Anniversary on March 23, 2020!  
Our almost 151-year story of putting faith, hope, and love into action honors our foremothers’ 

vision, by continuing to build on their foundation.  Today, we are creating new stories and 
opportunities for growth for the next 151 years with the Legacy Fund Endowment campaign.  

The campaign has a goal of 60 million dollars. You will be delighted to know that our 
conference has raised $144,497.08, which exceeds our $80,000.00 goal as of 12/31/19. 

For our birthday and the Day of Giving this year, the New York Conference will be assisting our 

Jurisdiction in meeting a goal of $20,000.00 for the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign.  As of 

12/31/19, they have raised $4,107.38 of this goal. 

Since donations given during the entire month of March are matched, we are asking for all 

unit, district, and conference donations to be credited to the Northeastern Jurisdiction to 

assist them with meeting the $20,000 goal.  You may have concerns about this process but I 

assure you that as long as you use the ‘NEJ Jurisdiction Gift Form,’ not only does our 

jurisdiction get credit but our conference gets credit as well, a win-win for everyone. 

Please complete the attached form and send your check with the Memo: Legacy 

Fund/NEJ/NYC to Kenya Roberts at the address listed. 

If you receive donations from multiple donors, be sure to send an itemized statement (to 

include name, address, amount) with payment so that each donor receives a letter recognizing 

their contribution. 

On behalf of the New York Conference Legacy Fund Team, I thank you for your giving! 

Together, we are building our legacy! 

Please contact Shanae Als at shanaea08@yahoo.com with questions. 

Legacy Fund Campaign Balance: 

As of December 31, 2019, The Legacy Fund Endowment is $31,068,959.46! 
The phenomenal activities and efforts from over 50 conferences across the country, donor 

engagement with our major and planned gifts (1869 Society), along with the Legacy Builder, 
our new monthly giving initiative, have allowed us the opportunity to reach 52% of the 
campaign’s $60 million goal. To date the endowment has generated over $4.9 million in 

interest since 2014. It is money that is working for us! 

https://nejumw.org/
https://nejumw.org/
mailto:shanaea08@yahoo.com


Only use this form for donations sent from March 1, 2020 to March 31, 2020. 
If you are sending a Legacy Fund gift during any other time, you do not need to use this form and can 

send a check directly to the address below or through your district/conference Treasurer with the 
Memo: Legacy Fund. 

 

 

Jurisdiction Gift Form 

Please print all information.  After completing the form, please mail to: 
United Methodist Women 

475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor 
New York, New York 10115 

Attn: Kenya Roberts 

DONOR INFORMATION 

 

First Name, Middle Name, Last Name or Unit/District/Conference Name 

 

Street Address              

 

City      State     Zip    

 

Email        Phone       

NORTHEASTERN        NEW YORK 
Jurisdiction             Conference      

 

GIFT INFORMATION 

 

I would like to make a gift in the amount of: _________________     

 

PAYMENT INFORMATION 

Personal Check:  Make payable to United Methodist Women; Memo line: Legacy Fund/NEJ/NYC 
 

Credit Card:   Please contact the Development Office at 212-870-3705 to make a credit card payment 



 
 
Legacy Fund Campaign Balance:   
 
As of December 31, 2019, The Legacy Fund Endowment is $31,068,959.46!  The phenomenal activities 
and efforts from over 50 Conferences across the country, donor engagement with our major gifts and 
Planned Gifts (1869 Society) programs, along Legacy Builder, and our new monthly giving initiative, we 
reached 52% of the campaign’s $60,000,000 Goal, with the endowment generating over $4.9 million in 
interest since 2014.   It is money that is working for us!   
 
Day of Giving 2020: 
 
Save The Date Post highlighting Day of Giving 2020 on Monday, March 23, 2020 is in the mail.  This year 
we hope you will continue to tap into the creativity and energy so evident in previous years to celebrate 
the 151st Anniversary on March 23, 2020.  We are entering Day of Giving season with a significant match 
from anonymous donors, to leverage gifts received on that day.    Please email your photos to  
legacy150@unitedmethodistwomen.org  or to Christi, Kenya and myself so that we can share the 
marvelous ways  United Methodist Women is being uplifted on that special day. 
 
Quadrennium -Jurisdiction Events: 
  
Please register to attend upcoming Jurisdiction Events and volunteer at the Legacy Fund Booth. Each 
event will include a Legacy Fund Offering and acknowledge the service of Conference Legacy Liaisons 
and Steering Team members during this quadrennium.  At each jurisdiction there also will be 1869 
Society Receptions thanking planned giving donors and to connect with potential donors interested in 
making a planned gift.  So please register for your jurisdiction events, if not done already. 
 
Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign Timeline: 
 
The campaign will continue through the end of 2020, with fundraising for the Legacy Fund moving 
beyond 2020 to reach and surpass the $60 million goal.   We understand that life happens, and 
situations and circumstances may change.  So, if you are unable to continue on as Conference Legacy 
Liaison in 2020, please connect your assigned development officer. Attached is a letter from Harriett 
Jane Olson presented to Conference Presidents at this week’s LDD, outlining the importance of 
Conference Legacy Liaison’s continued connection to The Legacy Fund.  
 
Special Thanks: 
 
Surpassing the half-way point of the campaign is an example of how bold women united around 
common purpose and mission can support each other to do great and wonderful things.  There’s still a 
lot of road ahead – yet with a new year and entering a new decade, the future is hopeful, and 
possibilities are endless.  Together, we are building our legacy. 

 
Development Staff/National Office/United Methodist Women 



  
 

  
  

 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
  

 
 

  
 
 

 

Together, we are building our legacy 
Honoring Our Foremothers’ Legacy 
On March 23, 1869, in Boston, Massachusetts, Clementina Butler and Lois Parker informed six 
women members of the Methodist Episcopal Church about the desperate healthcare and educational 
needs of women in India. Their Call to Action raised funds to send Isabella Thoburn, a teacher, 
and Clara Swain, a doctor, to India. The meeting in March led to the formation of the Woman’s 
Foreign Missionary Society, the frst of many Methodist women’s mission organizations, to address 
the injustices imposed on women and girls in the 19th century. United Methodist Women is their 
successor, and we celebrate 150 years of changing the lives of women, children and youth. 

Together, We Make an Impact 
From the beginning, United Methodist Women members have led the way in countless endeavors, 
from founding schools, hospitals and clinics in the early 19th century to interrupting the school-to-
prison pipeline and working for maternal and child health today. Our membership is comprised of 
women from all backgrounds and experiences, compelled by their Christian faith to serve in places 
they never imagined. They are unifed in the pursuit of women’s progress and their development as 
leaders in their churches, work settings and communities. Organized for mission, United Methodist 
Women operate from a biblically based understanding that equips laywomen to grow in their faith 
through prayer, study, fellowship and action, and to work for social justice to promote a more 
equitable, safe and healthy world for women, children and youth. This is what distinguishes United 
Methodist Women from other organizations, and attests to its longevity and relevance, today and 
especially in the years to come. 

Building a Legacy 
United Methodist Women members’ commitment and faithful service has led our foremothers’ vision 
forward for 150 years. Yet the needs, diffculties and unjust practices faced by women, children and 
youth continue. These factors underscore the urgency of our work and the importance of a stable 
and consistent source of revenue that enables United Methodist Women to respond to emerging 
needs and support the work of future generations of women in the United States and around the 
world. In 2014, the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign was launched to raise $60 million to secure 
United Methodist Women for service in the next 150 years and beyond. 



 
  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  

Ways to Give 
There are many ways to contribute to the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign. For example, 
you can make a one-time gift, a recurring gift or make a pledge over time. Please refect on 
the best way to make a signifcant gift. Development staff from the United Methodist Women 
national offce are available to discuss the various giving options with you. You can also speak 
with your fnancial or estate planner. 

SOME WAYS YOU CAN GIVE: 

• Cash/Check/Credit Card

• Planned Gifts

• Life Insurance Policies

• Matching Gifts

• IRA (or other retirement plan distributions)

• Appreciated Securities

• Online Giving: unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacyfund

• Text to Give: Text “41444” on your cell phone and enter “Legacy 150” in the message area

Send checks to: 
United Methodist Women, attn: LEGACY 
475 Riverside Drive, 15th Floor, New York, NY 10115 
Write: “The Legacy Fund” in the memo line 

Please consider joining your legacy with ours by supporting the Legacy Fund Endowment 
Campaign to carry the mission of United Methodist Women forward in making a difference 
in the lives of women, children and youth in the years to come. 

For more information on the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign, please contact us at 
(212) 870-3705 or e-mail Legacy150@unitedmethodistwomen.org.

mailto:Legacy150@unitedmethodistwomen.org


 
 

 
   

    
  

 
          

             
             
         

            
            

        
 

         
            

           
 

 
             

             
          
        

          
              

         
 

                  
       
              

           
           

                 
                 

          
          

             
 

United Methodist Women 
Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign 

Frequently Asked Questions 

• What is the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign all about? 
o In 2014, the Board of Directors launched the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign, 

eventually setting a goal in 2017 to raise $60 million. The Legacy Fund 
Endowment Campaign is both historic and unprecedented. The Campaign’s 
theme, “Together, we are building our Legacy,” celebrates the legacy of the 
courageous women who founded this mission movement, as well as the legacy 
that today’s members will leave for future generations. 

• Why do you need to conduct this campaign? 
o By building a strong core endowment, United Methodist Women will secure long-

term stability, while allowing us to continue vital programming that fulfills our 
mission. 

• I already gave through my Conference, why do I have to do it again? 
o We are extraordinarily grateful for your support and for joining with other 

members contributing through your Conference to the Legacy Fund Endowment 
Campaign. Some members have decided and chosen to make an additional gift 
because they felt that they could have even more impact as an individual, a 
family, by making an additional gift or a planned gift through their estate plans. 
In any case, it is entirely up to you. 

• What if I would like to make a larger gift, but now is not a good time. Next year will be 
much better. Can I contribute then instead? 

o Yes, absolutely. It sounds like you would like to contribute and participate, but 
that your circumstances or timing of your gift may be a bit uncertain. Sometimes 
donors choose to pledge now and begin their pledge payments at a future date. 
In other cases, when the timing may be a bit more uncertain, we can make a note 
to be back in touch with you in a year’s time, or whatever works best for you, and 
have another discussion. In still other cases, donors have decided to make a 
planned gift—one that does not require any immediate outlay of cash—and we 
can certainly send you information about that if you are interested in learning 
more. 

http:haveanotherdiscussion.In


 
                

       
                  

               
            
              

             
  

 
                   

     
              

                
         
         

            
           

       
    

 
         

         
          

            
          

    
 

                 
             

      
 

               
   

               
            

               
     

 
          

• If I make a gift through my will or other type of planned gift option or vehicle, does that 
count in the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign? 

o We have developed a way for those gifts to count as well. We know that many of 
our members find that a planned gift of some type, such as through their will, 
works best for them. So, in order to count that towards the campaign, we have 
created a commitment form so that donors can provide a few more details on 
their planned gift. Once completed, we can count them, and their gift, in our 
campaign totals. 

• I have given for a lifetime to United Methodist Women. Do I have to give to the Legacy 
Fund Endowment Campaign as well? 

o Like others, your generosity over so many years continues to build our solid 
foundation and has gotten us to this point. We are so grateful. But, we need to 
also be realistic and plan vigilantly and boldly for our future. An endowment, 
which will support United Methodist Women in perpetuity, is the best approach 
for sustaining our future. Compare for example that years ago United Methodist 
Women had more members than today. Simply with that equation, you can 
appreciate that we need a broader approach to our fundraising and to 
supporting United Methodist Women. 

• Can I make a gift other than cash? 
o Yes—appreciated securities, bequests, IRAs and life insurance policies are all 

among an array of ways that you can support the Legacy Fund Endowment 
Campaign. We would be glad to send you further detailed information and 
discuss your circumstances and needs confidentially to see what you think might 
be best for you. 

• Why is this in addition to mission giving? Why an endowment when our needs are now? 
o Mission Giving sustains us now. The Legacy Endowment Fund is an endowment 

that will sustain us in the future. 

• Is a pledge legally binding?What happens if some unforeseen event prevents me from 
fulfilling my pledge? 

o A pledge is a promise and not legally binding. We know that our members make 
pledges with the best of intentions. We also know that circumstances change. 
We are appreciative of your generosity and know that you will make a good faith 
effort to fulfill your pledge. 

• Can I specify what program I would like to support? 

http:boldlyforourfuture.An


              
              

              
              

        

        
              

 
 

             
           

             
          

         
      

 
 
 

 

o Gifts may be unrestricted to United Methodist Women or designated to a current 
specific program. If you are interested in a particular program, we would like to 
speak with you about it first. The reason for this is that we have information of 
the entire budget and plans for a program and we would want you to be aware 
of what is forecast for that program’s future. 

• Does the campaign have an end date? 
o The Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign will end when we reach our $60 million 

goal. 

• Can I contribute to the Legacy Fund even after the campaign ends? 
o One of the beauties of an endowment is that it keeps benefitting an organization 

in perpetuity. We also need to be realistic and remember that because of 
inflation and program expansion, an increased endowment will also support that 
growth in programming and service. So, we would be most appreciative of gifts 
given after the formal portion of the campaign ends. 



United Methodist Women
Legacy Builder FAQ

What is a Legacy Builder? A Legacy Builder moves forward the mission of United Methodist Women 
by making a monthly gift of $18.69 or more to The Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign in honor of United 
Methodist Women’s 150th anniversary. Just as our foremothers invested in our future in 1869, gifts to the 
campaign will ensure that United Methodist Women continues to prepare future generations of women to 
practice mutuality in mission, working to transform the lives of women, children and youth in deeper and even 
more impactful ways.

Why is it important? Becoming a Legacy Builder is a way for our members to participate in a sustainable 
and regular way of giving to The Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign that moves us closer to achieving the 
fund’s $60 million goal by the end of 2020.

What is the impact of my giving $18.69/month or more? Endowing core expenses will equip  
United Methodist Women to make even more of a difference in the lives of women, children and youth in 
communities around the world, for example: 
• Providing healthy snacks to an afterschool program for children living in poverty in rural Kentucky.
• Supplying books for an international scholarship recipient in the Philippines.
• Or purchasing baby chicks to create entrepreneurship opportunities for women and youth

in Mozambique.

Can I stop my giving or adjust my donation at any time? Of course, just call the development 
office at 212-870-3705 or e-mail us at: legacy150@unitedmethodistwomen.org.  

Will I receive verification of my donations for tax purposes? All donors will receive an annual 
statement reflecting the prior year’s gifts. This statement will be mailed in February.

How do I become a Legacy Builder? Make a commitment of $18.69/month or more to The Legacy 
Fund Endowment Campaign. 

In this historic 150th anniversary year, please consider becoming a Legacy Builder. Now is the time to come  
together as United Methodist Women, and invest in our future mission work, as our foremothers did in 1869! 

WAYS TO GIVE
• Complete the information on the Legacy Builder return envelope and mail it to the national office . . . 
• You can make an online gift on our secure website: unitedmethodistwomen.org/Legacy Builders . . . 
• Text-to-Give by dialing 41444 and texting LEGACYBUILDER to set up regular payments . . . 
• Contact the Development Office at 212-870-3705 or via e-mail: legacy150@unitedmethodistwomen.org

Or
Or

Or



A Legacy of Giving: Bible Reflection 

by Carol Van Gorp 

I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were 
concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show it. Not that I am referring to being in need; for I have 
learned to be content with whatever I have. I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. 
In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty 
and of being in need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me. In any case, it was kind of you to 
share my distress. 

You Philippians indeed know that in the early days of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church shared 
with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you alone. For even when I was in Thessalonica, you 
sent me help for my needs more than once. Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profit that accumulates to 
your account. I have been paid in full and have more than enough; I am fully satisfied, now that I have 
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to 
God. And my God will fully satisfy every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. To our 
God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.  

—Philippians 4:10–20

The Purpose 

The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to 
know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries 
of the church. 

The very first part of the United Methodist Women Purpose is not often seen as a key component for who we 
are and why we are organized for mission, yet the statement that we are “a community of women” is very 
much a part of our identity in The United Methodist Church. Perhaps we take it for granted or maybe assume 
it is a given that there is a community of women called United Methodist Women. To be a United Methodist 
Women member is to not be alone but part of wider community of women. The most important part of our 
community is the local unit, the place where we securely know that we have sisters in Christ in all 
circumstances. United Methodist Women members need each other to be in community and in mission, just 
as The United Methodist Church needs United Methodist Women to be in community and in mission today 
and tomorrow. 

Paul commended the Philippians for reviving their concern for him, letting them know he noticed and how 
grateful he was. While that is not always our experience in the church today, this passage affirms that caring 
for one another in the church is still noticeable. When we show concern for United Methodist Women 
members in our units, districts, and conferences—as well as in the wider sisterhood of Methodist and United 
Methodist Women around the world, it is noticeable and cause for rejoicing. Leaders emerge when we work 
together, not only for United Methodist Women but also for The United Methodist Church and society at 
large. Spiritual growth occurs when United Methodist Women engages in mission that is balanced in service 
and advocacy, and the church continues to be engaged in mission education. This happens when we work 
together in our community of women called United Methodist Women. 

Paul also acknowledged to the Philippians he knew they not only always cared for him, but that they gave 
when no one else gave.   

Is that not the truest description of United Methodist Women that can be given?  

In times of plenty and in times of need, United Methodist Women continues to care and to give. Did United 
Methodist Women foremothers take a break during the Great Depression? No! Women took the opportunity 
to educate everyone in the church—especially youth and children—on human need and responding in 



mission through Jesus Christ. Did the United Methodist Women take a hiatus during the great wars of the 
twentieth century when coupons were needed just to obtain food and fuel? No! Did United Methodist Women 
take a break when tensions were high in the church over issues that threatened to break us apart? No!   

United Methodist Women continues to care and to give in times of plenty and in times of need. This is our 
legacy.   

Paul is not just speaking to the Philippians but also to United Methodist Women. Let us continue to care and 
to give so that this legacy of mission goes on and on for women today and women tomorrow. If you agree, 
say “Amen!” 

“To our God and Father be the glory forever and ever.” 

Questions for reflection: 

1. In what ways do United Methodist Women members express concern for each other, their unit,
district, conference, and the elected leaders of United Methodist Women?

2. How does United Methodist Women empower every member to be active in times of plenty and in
times of need? How do we encircle the community of women in these times of need and plenty?

3. In what ways does United Methodist Women continue to lead The United Methodist Church in
awareness of women’s needs and in giving full voice for every woman, child, and youth to speak for
themselves?

4. In what manner does United Methodist Women listen to The United Methodist Church? Where do the
leadership skills take United Methodist Women members in the wider church?

5. In what ways do United Methodist Women members live the Gospel and believe in the promises of
God for those who serve fully?

6. How can the United Methodist Women of today keep the legacy of United Methodist Women alive for
the United Methodist Women of tomorrow?

Reinforce all that has been shared by speaking in unison the United Methodist Women Purpose at the end of 
the Bible reflection and before a closing prayer. 

Closing Prayer: 

Loving and giving God, we give thanks and glory to you. For the care given freely to each of us, fill us 
our spirits with care for one another and each neighbor in our community. For the gifts showered upon 
us, fill our hearts with a need to share so that all might know your greatness and love. For the mission, 
fill our whole selves with the strength to continue honoring Christ through United Methodist Women’s 
faith, hope, and love in action on behalf of women, children, and youth around the world. Fill us anew 
with your Holy Spirit to empower us for the mission you’ve call us to. To God be the glory forever and 
ever! Amen. 
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March 2020 

 
 
Greetings, 
 
On behalf of the Legacy Gala Committee, I want to thank all of you 
who attended and supported our fundraising event on Friday, May 31st 
at Christ Church UMC in Manhattan.  We had a good event which was 
well attended and everyone was gifted with a United Methodist Women 
150th necklace and pendant! I am delighted to report that the event 
made $10,037.99 for the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign! 
 
A special thank you to our speaker and Executive for Development 
Management, Kenya Roberts and our honorees, Shirley T. Pettiford, 
Marilyn C. Wakefield, Rev. Dr. Marva Usher-Kerr, Beverly Peck-Risi, 
Deborah C. Jenkins and Susan S. Kim.  Thank you to our host and my 
home church, Christ Church UMC and to each and every one who 
made the event possible.  It has been my pleasure serving as your 
Legacy Gala Chair.   
 
Though we are beyond our 150th birthday, our story of faith, hope, and 
love in action continues…  
 
Peace and Grace, 
 
Karen G. Prudente 
Chair, Legacy Gala Committee 



 

Judith E. McRae 
2016 – 2019 

 

 

What do you see as United Methodist Women’s greatest accomplishment? 

 

The Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign. 
 

What is your hope for the future/future generations of United Methodist Women? 

I hope United Methodist Women’s future is filled with more involvement from our younger 
members as they hold the key to every generation’s future.  I also foresee our organization 

meeting the 60-million-dollar Legacy Fund Endowment campaign goal. 
 

In addition, I hope that our focus on social action and mission work remains 
 key to our purpose. 

   



 

 

Event Pictures 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

Past Presidents 
 

1972 - 1975   Vivian Overton 

1975 - 1979   Helen Hoyt 

1979 – 1983  Jackie Haaf 

1983 – 1987  Nancy Fowlkes 

1987 – 1991  Bette Bennett 

1991 – 1995  Shirley T. Pettiford 

1995 – 1999  Marilyn C. Wakefield 

1999 – 2003 Rev. Dr. Marva Usher-Kerr 

2004 – 2007 Beverly Peck-Risi 

2008 – 2011 Deborah C. Jenkins 

2012 – 2015 Susan S. Kim 

2016 – 2019 Judith E. McRae 
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